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German-Americans Responsible for
8-Hour Work Day
Haymarket Affair Remembered
Every Year in May Around World
"No single event has influenced the history of labor in
Illinois, the United States, and even the world, more than the
Chicago Haymarket Affair. It began with a rally on May 4, 1886,
but the consequences are still being felt today," according to
labor studies professor William J. Adelman.
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Join us as we celebrate our 98th year of existence at
the Founders Day Banquet, May 21, 2017 1:00-6:00 p.m. at
the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, Franklin Square, NY, for
a festive dinner enhanced by the musical entertainment of
John Weber. We are proud and honored to announce that
our guest speaker will be Lt. Colonel Michael Breuer. He is
the German Army Liason Officer to the US Military
Academy at West Point. Founders Day honors our
founders, Patron and military service people. Join us for
Founders’ Day! The menu is: Hors d’ouvres, seasonal
melon with Black Forest Ham and berries and a salad is
included. The main course choices include Strip Loin of
Beef, Traditional German Sauerbraten, Loin of Pork,
Chicken Cordon Bleu and Broiled Salmon. Beer, wine
soda, dessert, coffee/tea are included. There will be a cash
bar for other liquor. The 98th Anniversary Gala tickets are
$100 per person and children under 12 are $50 per child.
Please make check payable to Steuben Society of America
and mail to Elyse Land, P.O. Box 777, Levittown, NY,
11756. We need your support for this important event.
Please invite your friends and family!

THIRD CLASS
BULK RATE

National Council 98th Anniversary
Founder’s Day Banquet

Steuben Society of America
One South Ocean Ave. Suite 217
Patchogue, NY 11772

Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, location of our 98th
Anniversary Founderʼs Day Banquet

The Haymarket Affair (also known as the Haymarket Massacre
or Haymarket Riot) was the aftermath of a bombing that took place at
a labor demonstration on Tuesday May 4, 1886, at Haymarket Square
in Chicago. It began as a peaceful rally in support of workers striking
for an eight-hour day and in reaction to the killing of several workers
the previous day by the police. An unknown person threw a dynamite
bomb at police as they acted to disperse the public meeting. The bomb
blast and ensuing gunfire resulted in the deaths of seven police officers and at least four civilians; scores of others were wounded. In the
internationally publicized legal proceedings that followed, eight anarchists were convicted of conspiracy.
The evidence was that one of the defendants may have built
the bomb, but none of those on trial had thrown it. Five of the 8 defendants were German-American - seven were sentenced to death and
one to a term of 15 years in prison. The death sentences of two of the
defendants were commuted by Illinois governor Richard J. Oglesby to
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terms of life in prison, and another
committed suicide in jail rather than
face the gallows. The other four were
hanged on November 11, 1887. In
1893, Illinois' new governor John
Peter Altgeld pardoned the remaining
defendants and criticized the trial.
Following the Civil War, particularly following the Depression of
1873-79, there was a rapid expansion
of industrial production in the United
States. Chicago was a major industrial center and tens of thousands of
German and Bohemian immigrants
were employed at about $1.50 a day.
American workers worked on average
slightly over 60 hours, during a sixday work week. The city became a
center for many attempts to organize
labor's demands for better working
conditions.
Employers responded with
anti-union measures, such as firing
and blacklisting union members,
locking out workers, recruiting strikebreakers; employing spies, thugs, and
private security forces like the
Pinkertons and exacerbating ethnic tensions in order to divide the workers.
Mainstream newspapers supported
business interests, and were opposed by
the labor and immigrant press which
was mostly run by German-Americans.
During the economic slowdown
between 1882 and 1886, socialist and
anarchist organizations were active.
Membership of the Knights of Labor,
which rejected socialism and radicalism, but supported the 8-hour work day,
grew from 70,000 in 1884 to over
700,000 by 1886.
August Spies, the GermanAmerican newspaper editor,
executed for his alleged role in the
Haymarket Affair.

In Chicago, the anarchist movement
of several thousand, mostly immigrant,
workers centered about the German-language
newspaper
Arbeiter-Zeitung
("Workers' Times"), edited by August Spies.
Other anarchists operated a militant revolutionary force with an armed section that was
equipped with guns and explosives. Its revolutionary strategy centered around the
belief that successful operations against the
police and the seizure of major industrial
centers would result in massive public support by workers, start a revolution, destroy
capitalism, and establish a socialist economy which they felt was more equitable to
everyone, rather than allowing wealth to be
concentrated in the hands of only a few
(The Rentier and Robber Baron class).
The socialists believed the rich were
greedy and earned their wealth dishonorably by paying off politicians to make laws
in their favor so they could monopolize
their interests and price gouge the public.
They also stole money out of the pockets of
working class people by suppressing a living wage. What little Americans know is
how instrumental the labor and socialist
movements of the late 19th and early 20th
century were in creating the middle class
and allowing them to live the American
dream. Many of the labor rights we have
today - a 5-day work week, an 8-hour day,
time off for holidays, sick-time and overtime were all due to those who saw grave
injustices with the capitalist system at large
and who literally sacrificed their lives to
change it.

May Day Parade and Strikes
In October 1884, a convention held
by the Federation of Organized Trades and
Labor Unions unanimously set May 1,
1886, as the date by which the eight-hour
work day would become standard. As the
chosen date approached, U.S. labor unions
prepared for a general strike in support of
the eight-hour day.
On Saturday, May 1, thousands of
workers went on strike and rallies were held
throughout the United States, with the cry,
"Eight-hour day with no cut in pay."
Estimates of the number of striking workers
across the U.S. range from 300,000 to half a
million. In Chicago, the movement's center,
an estimated 30,000 to 40,000 workers had
gone on strike and there were perhaps twice
as many people out on the streets participating in various demonstrations.
On May 3, striking workers in
Chicago met near the McCormick
Harvesting Machine Company plant. Union
molders at the plant had been locked out
since early February and the predominantly
Irish-American workers at McCormick had
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come under attack
from Pinkerton guards
during an earlier strike
action in 1885.
Speaking to a
rally outside the plant
on May 3, August
Spies advised the
striking workers to
"hold together, to
stand by their union,
or they would not succeed.” Well-planned
and coordinated, the
general strike to this
point had remained
largely nonviolent.
When the end-of-theworkday bell sounded,
however, a group of
workers surged to the Haymarket Riot Martyrs Monument gates to confront the the men who were hanged were
buried at German Waldheim
strikebreakers. Despite Cemetery, which later merged with
calls for calm by Spies, Forest Home Cemetery, Forest Park,
the police fired on the IL, a suburb of Chicago.
crowd. Two McCormick workers were killed (although some
newspaper accounts said there were six fatalities). Spies
would later testify, "I was very indignant. I knew from experience of the past that this butchering of people was done for the
express purpose of defeating the eight-hour movement."
Outraged by this act of police violence, local anarchists quickly printed and distributed fliers calling for a rally
the following day at Haymarket Square (also called the
Haymarket), which was then a bustling commercial center
near the corner of Randolph Street and Desplaines Street.
Printed in German and English, the fliers claimed that the
police had murdered the strikers on behalf of business interests
and urged workers to seek justice. The first batch of fliers contain the words “Workingmen Arm Yourselves and Appear in
Full Force!” When Spies saw the line, he said he would not
speak at the rally unless the words were removed from the
flier. All but a few hundred of the fliers were destroyed, and
new fliers were printed without the offending words. More
than 20,000 copies of the revised flier were distributed.

Rally at Haymarket Square
The rally began peacefully under a light rain on the
evening of May 4. August Spies, Albert Parsons, and Samuel
Fielden spoke to a crowd estimated variously between 600 and
3,000 while standing in an open wagon adjacent to the square
on Des Plaines Street. A large number of on-duty police officers watched from nearby. Paul Avrich, a historian specializing in the study of anarchism, quotes Spies as saying:
“There seems to prevail the opinion in some quarters
that this meeting has been called for the purpose of inaugurating a riot, hence these warlike preparations on the part of socalled 'law and order.' However, let me tell you at the beginning that this meeting has not been called for any such purpose. The object of this meeting is to explain the general situation of the eight-hour movement and to throw light upon various incidents in connection with it.”
Following Spies' speech, the crowd was addressed by
Albert Parsons, the Alabama-born editor of the radical
English-language weekly The Alarm. The crowd was so calm
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that Mayor Carter Harrison, Sr., who had stopped by to watch, walked home
early. Parsons spoke for almost an hour before standing down in favor of the
last speaker of the evening, the British socialist Samuel Fielden, who delivered
a brief ten-minute address. Many of the crowd had already left as the weather
was deteriorating.
Just as Fielden was finishing his speech, police arrived en masse,
marching in formation towards the speakers' wagon, and ordered the rally to
disperse. Fielden insisted that the meeting was peaceful. Police Inspector John
Bonfield proclaimed in the name of the law for the speaker to desist and the
crowd to disperse."
A home-made bomb with a brittle metal casing filled with dynamite
and ignited by a fuse was thrown into the path of the advancing police. Its fuse
briefly sputtered, then the bomb exploded, killing policeman Mathias J. Degan
with flying metal fragments and mortally wounding six other officers.
Witnesses maintained that immediately after the bomb blast, there was an
exchange of gunshots between police and demonstrators. Accounts vary widely as to who fired first and whether any of the crowd fired at the police.
Historian Paul Avrich maintains that the police fired on the fleeing demonstrators, reloaded and then fired again, killing four and wounding as many as 70
people. What is not disputed is that in less than five minutes the square was
empty except for the casualties.
According to the May 4 New York Times demonstrators began firing
at the police, who then returned fire. In his report on the incident, Inspector
Bonfield wrote that he "gave the order to cease firing, fearing that some of our
men, in the darkness might fire into each other." An anonymous police official
told the Chicago Tribune, "A very large number of the police were wounded by
each other's revolvers...It was every man for himself, and while some got two
or three squares away, the rest emptied their revolvers, mainly into each other."
In all, seven policemen and at least four workers were killed. Another
policeman died two years after the incident from complications related to
injuries received on that day. About 60 policemen were wounded in the incident. They were carried, along with some other wounded people, into a nearby
police station. Police captain Michael Schaack later wrote that the number of
wounded workers was "largely in excess of that on the side of the police." A
harsh anti-union clampdown followed the Haymarket incident. There was a
massive outpouring of community and business support for the police and
many thousands of dollars were donated to funds for their medical care and to
assist their efforts. The entire labor and immigrant community, particularly
Germans and Bohemians, came under suspicion. Police raids were carried out
on homes and offices of suspected anarchists. Scores of suspects, many only

remotely related to the Haymarket affair, were
arrested. Casting legal requirements such as search
warrants aside, Chicago police squads subjected the
labor activists of Chicago to an eight-week shakedown, ransacking their meeting halls and places of
business. The emphasis was on the speakers at the
Haymarket rally and the newspaper ArbeiterZeitung. A small group of anarchists were discovered to have been engaged in making bombs on the
same day as the incident, including round ones like
the one used in Haymarket Square.
Newspaper reports declared that anarchist
agitators were to blame for the "riot," a view adopted by an alarmed public. As time passed, press
reports and illustrations of the incident became more
elaborate. Coverage was national, then international.
Among property owners, the press, and other elements of society, a consensus developed that suppression of anarchist agitation was necessary. While
for their part, union organizations such as The
Knights of Labor and craft unions were quick to disassociate themselves from the anarchist movement
and to repudiate violent tactics as self-defeating.
Many workers believed the Pinkerton agency was
responsible because of the agency's tactic of secretly
infiltrating labor groups and its sometimes violent
methods of strike breaking.
On the morning of May 5, the police raided
the offices of the Arbeiter-Zeitung, arresting its editor August Spies, and his brother (who was not
charged). Also arrested were editorial assistant
Michael Schwab and Adolph Fischer, a typesetter. A
search of the premises resulted in the discovery of
the "Revenge Poster" (the fliers that urged people to
attend the Haymarket rally) and other evidence considered incriminating by the prosecution.
On May 7, police searched the premises of
Louis Lingg where they found a number of bombs
and bomb-making materials. Lingg's landlord,
William Seliger, was also arrested but cooperated
with police and identified Lingg as a bomb maker
and was not charged. An associate of Spies,
Balthazar Rau, suspected as the bomber, was traced
to Omaha and brought back to Chicago. After interrogation, Rau offered to cooperate with police. He
alleged that the defendants had experimented with
dynamite bombs and had uses a code word, "Ruhe"
("peace"), in the Arbeiter-Zeitung as a call to arms at
Haymarket Square.

Defendants

ABOVE: Michael Scwab (L) and Adolf Fischer (R) editorial assistant and
typesetter at the Arbeiter-Zeitung Newspaper respectively BELOW: A
Harpers Weekly drawing of the Haymarket “Riot”

Rudolf Schnaubelt, the police's lead suspect
as the bomb thrower, was arrested twice early on and
released. By May 14, when it became apparent he
had played a significant role in the event, he had fled
the country. William Seliger, who had turned state's
evidence and testified for the prosecution, was not
charged. On June 4, 1886, seven other suspects,
however, were indicted by the grand jury and stood
trial for being accessories to the murder of Degan.
Of these, only two had been present when the bomb
exploded. Newspaper editor August Spies and
Samuel Fielden had spoken at the peaceful rally and
were stepping down from the speaker's wagon in
compliance with police orders to disperse just before
the bomb went off. Two others had been present at
the beginning of the rally but had left and were at
Zepf's Hall, an anarchist rendezvous, at the time of
the explosion. They were: Arbeiter-Zeitung typesetter Adolph Fischer and the well-known activist
Albert Parsons, who had spoken for an hour at the
Haymarket rally before going to Zepf's. Parsons,
who believed that the evidence against them all was
weak, subsequently voluntarily turned himself in, in
solidarity with the accused. A third man, Spies's
assistant editor Michael Schwab (who was the brother-in-law of Schnaubelt) was arrested since he was
speaking at another rally at the time of the bombing
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(he was also later pardoned). Not directly
tied to the Haymarket rally, but arrested
because they were notorious for their militant radicalism were George Engel (who
was at home playing cards on that day),
and Louis Lingg, the hot-headed bomb
maker denounced by his associate, Seliger.
Another defendant who had not been present that day was Oscar Neebe, an
American-born citizen of German descent
who was associated with the ArbeiterZeitung and had attempted to revive it in
the aftermath of the Haymarket riot.
Of the eight defendants, five Spies, Fischer, Engel, Lingg and Schwab were German-born immigrants; a sixth,
Neebe, was a U.S.-born citizen of German
descent. Only the remaining two, Parsons
and Fielden, born in the U.S. and England,
respectively, were of British heritage.

The Trial
The trial, Illinois vs. August
Spies et al., began on June 21, 1886, and
went on until August 11. The trial was conducted in an atmosphere of extreme prejudice by both public and media toward the
defendants. It was presided over by Judge
Joseph Gary. Judge Gary displayed open
hostility to the defendants, consistently
ruled for the prosecution, and failed to
maintain decorum. A motion to try the
defendants separately was denied. The
defense counsel included Sigmund Zeisler,
William Perkins Black, William Foster,
and Moses Salomon. Selection of the jury
was extraordinarily difficult, lasting three
weeks, with nearly one thousand potential
jurors being called. All union members
and anyone who expressed sympathy
toward socialism were dismissed.
In the end, a jury of 12 was seated, most of whom confessed prejudice
towards the defendants. Despite their professions of prejudice, Judge Gary seated
those who declared that despite their prejudices they would acquit if the evidence
supported it, refusing to dismiss for prejudice. Eventually, the peremptory challenges of the defense were exhausted.
Frustrated by the hundreds of jurors who
were being dismissed, a bailiff was
appointed who selected jurors rather than
calling them at random. The bailiff proved
prejudiced himself and selected jurors who
seemed likely to convict based on their
social position and attitudes toward the
defendants. The prosecution, led by Julius
Grinnell, argued that since the defendants
had not actively discouraged the person
who had thrown the bomb, they were
therefore equally responsible as conspirators. The jury heard the testimony of 118
people, including 54 members of the
Chicago Police Department and the defendants Fielden, Schwab, Spies and Parsons.
Albert Parsons' brother claimed there was
evidence linking the Pinkertons to the
bomb. This reflected a widespread belief
among the strikers.
The jury returned guilty verdicts
for all eight defendants. Before being sentenced, Neebe told the court that Schaack's
officers were among the city's worst
gangs, ransacking houses and stealing

contʼd next page
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money and watches. Schaack laughed and
Neebe retorted, "You need not laugh about
it, Captain Schaack. You are one of them.
You are an anarchist, as you understand it.
You are all anarchists, in this sense of the
word, I must say." Judge Gary sentenced
seven of the defendants to death by hanging
and Neebe to 15 years in prison. The sentencing provoked outrage from labor and
workers' movements and their supporters,
resulting in protests around the world, and
elevating the defendants to the status of
martyrs, especially abroad. Portrayals of
the anarchists as bloodthirsty foreign fanatics in the press along with the 1889 publication of Captain Schaack's sensational
account, "Anarchy and Anarchism," on the
other hand, inspired widespread public fear
and revulsion against the strikers and general anti-immigrant feeling, polarizing public opinion.
In an article datelined May 4, entitled "Anarchy's Red Hand", The New York
Times had described the incident as the
"bloody fruit" of "the villainous teachings
of the Anarchists," The Chicago Times
described the defendants as "arch counselors of riot, pillage, incendiarism and
murder"; other reporters described them as
"bloody brutes", "red ruffians", "dynamarchists", "bloody monsters", "cowards",
"cutthroats", "thieves", "assassins", and
"fiends". The journalist George Frederic
Parsons wrote a piece for The Atlantic
Monthly in which he identified the fears of
middle-class Americans concerning labor
radicalism, and asserted that the workers
had only themselves to blame for their troubles. Edward Aveling remarked, "If these
men are ultimately hanged, it will be the
Chicago Tribune that has done it." Schaack,
who had led the investigation, was dismissed from the police force for allegedly
having fabricated evidence in the case but
was reinstated in 1892.
The case was appealed in 1887 to
the Supreme Court of Illinois, then to the
United States Supreme Court where the
defendants were represented by John
Randolph Tucker, Roger Atkinson Pryor,
General Benjamin F. Butler and William P.
Black. The petition for certiorari was
denied. After the appeals had been exhausted, Illinois Governor Richard James
Oglesby commuted Fielden's and Schwab's
sentences to life in prison on November 10,
1887. On the eve of his scheduled execution, Lingg committed suicide in his cell
with a smuggled blasting cap which he
reportedly held in his mouth like a cigar
(the blast blew off half his face and he survived in agony for six hours).

Execution of Defendants Engel,
Fischer, Parsons, and Spies
The next day (November 11,
1887) four defendants-Engel, Fischer,
Parsons, and Spies-were taken to the gallows in white robes and hoods. They sang
the Marseillaise, then the anthem of the
international revolutionary movement.
Family members including Lucy Parsons,
who attempted to see them for the last time,
were arrested and searched for bombs
(none were found). According to witnesses,
in the moments before the men were
hanged, Spies shouted, "The time will
come when our silence will be more pow-
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erful than the voices you strangle today." In
their last words, Engel and Fischer called
out, "Hurrah for anarchism!" Parsons then
requested to speak, but he was cut off when
the signal was given to open the trap door.
Witnesses reported that the condemned men
did not die immediately when they dropped,
but strangled to death slowly, a sight which
left the spectators visibly shaken.
Notwithstanding the convictions
for conspiracy, no actual bomber was ever
brought to trial, "and no lawyerly explanation could ever make a conspiracy trial
without the main perpetrator in the conspiracy seem completely legitimate." Historians
such as James Joll and Timothy MesserKruse say the evidence points to Rudolph
Schnaubelt, brother-in-law of Schwab, as
the likely perpetrator. Howard Zinn, in "A
People's History of the United States" also
points towards Schnaubelt, suggesting he
was a provocateur, posing as an anarchist,
who threw the bomb so police would have a
pretext to arrest leaders of Chicago's anarchist movement. However, Paul Avrich disputes this claim as being "sheer speculation
and utterly without foundation." Avrich
argues that Schnaubelt's appearance did not
match the description of the bomber and
that his behavior was inconsistent with
either being the culprit or a mole.
AFTERMATH OF TRIAL
Soon after the Haymarket trial,
anarchist Dyer Lum wrote a history of the
trial critical of the prosecution. In 1888,
George McLean, and in 1889, police captain
Michael Shack, wrote accounts from the
opposite perspective. Awaiting sentencing,
each of the defendants wrote their own autobiographies (edited and published by Philip
Foner in 1969), and later activist Lucy
Parsons published a biography of her condemned husband Albert Parsons. Fifty years
after the event, Henry Davis wrote a history,
which preceded another scholarly treatment
by Paul Avrich in 1984, and a "social history" of the era by Bruce C. Nelson in 1988.
In 2006, labor historian James Green wrote
a popular history.
Christopher Thale writes in the
Encyclopedia of Chicago that lacking credible evidence regarding the bombing, "...the
prosecution focused on the writings and
speeches of the defendants." He further
notes that the conspiracy charge was legally
unprecedented, the Judge was "partisan,"
and all the jurors admitted prejudice against
the defendants. Historian Carl Smith writes,
"The visceral feelings of fear and anger surrounding the trial ruled out anything but the
pretense of justice right from the outset."
Smith notes that scholars have long considered the trial a notorious miscarriage of justice. In a review somewhat more critical of
the defendants, historian Jon Teaford concludes that "[t]he tragedy of Haymarket is
the American justice system did not protect
the damn fools who most needed that protection... It is the damn fools who talk too
much and too wildly who are most in need
of protection from the state."
In 2011, labor historian Timothy
Messer-Kruse wrote, "The tragic end of the
story was the product not of prosecutorial
eagerness to see the anarchists hang, but
largely due to a combination of the incompetence of the defendant's lawyers and their
willingness to use the trial to vindicate anarchism rather than to save the necks of their
clients."
The Haymarket Affair was a set-

back for the American labor movement and
its fight for the eight-hour day. Yet it also
can be seen as strengthening its resistance,
especially in Chicago, where, as historian
Nathan Fine points out, trade union activities continued to show signs of growth and
vitality, culminating later in 1886 with the
establishment of the Labor Party of
Chicago. Fine observes: "[T]he fact is that
despite police repression, newspaper incitement to hysteria, and organization of the
possessing classes, which followed the
throwing of the bomb on May 4, the
Chicago wage earners only united their
forces and stiffened their resistance. The
conservative and radical central bodies there were two each of the trade unions and
two also of the Knights of Labor - the
socialists and the anarchists, the single taxers and the reformers, the native born...and
the foreign born Germans, Bohemians, and
Scandinavians, all got together for the first
time on the political field in the summer following the Haymarket affair.... [T]he
Knights of Labor doubled its membership,
reaching 40,000 in the fall of 1886. On
Labor Day the number of Chicago workers
in parade led the country."
On the first anniversary of the
event, May 4, 1887, the New-York Tribune
published an interview with Senator Leland
Stanford, in which he addressed the consensus that "the conflict between capital and
labor is intensifying" and articulated the
vision advocated by the Knights of Labor
for an industrial system of worker-owned
co-operatives, another among the strategies
pursued to advance the conditions of laborers. The interview was republished as a
pamphlet to include the bill Stanford introduced in the Senate to foster co-operatives.
The Haymarket Affair inspired
workers all over the world to unite their
common cause - to establish an 8-hour work
day, which lead to other worker reforms.
Each year around the beginning of May,
people from around the world remember the
sacrifices labor leaders made in the past for
basic labor rights.
The influence of the Haymarket
Affair was not limited to the celebration of
May Day. Emma Goldman, the activist and
political theorist, was attracted to anarchism
after reading about the incident and the executions, which she later described as "the
events that had inspired my spiritual birth
and growth."
Others whose commitment to
anarchism, or revolutionary socialism, crystallized as a result of the Haymarket affair
included Voltairine de Cleyre and "Big Bill"
Haywood, a founding member of the
Industrial Workers of the World at the
Pittsburgh Congress and a member of the
IWPA.
Among supporters of the labor
movement in the United States and abroad
and others, the trial was widely believed to
have been unfair, and even a serious miscarriage of justice.
On June 26, 1893, Illinois
Governor John Peter Altgeld, the progressive governor of Illinois, himself a German
immigrant, signed pardons for Fielden,
Neebe, and Schwab, calling them victims of
"hysteria, packed juries, and a biased judge"
and noting that the state "has never discovered who it was that threw the bomb which
killed the policeman, and the evidence does
not show any connection whatsoever
between the defendants and the man who
threw it." Altgeld also faulted the city of

Page 4

Statue honoring Gov. Peter Altgeld, himself
a German immigrant, and vilified for pardoning three of the Haymarket defendants.

Chicago for failing to hold Pinkerton
guards responsible for repeated use of
lethal violence against striking workers.
John
Peter Altgeld (18471902) was a German immigrant who grew
up in Ohio and was the first foreign-born
man to be elected as Illinois governor.
During his career as a lawyer, judge and
politician, Altgeld maintained his dedication to democratic principles and played a
role in Progressive social reforms involving workplace safety and child labor laws.
He served as governor from 1893-1897
but his political career was, effectively,
destroyed by his decision, in 1893, to
grant absolute pardon to three imprisoned
defendants from the Haymarket Affair of
1886. He cited the lack of evidence and
the unfairness of the trail but was vilified
in many quarters of the city and was not
re-elected.
A decade would pass before public sentiment in Chicago shifted toward
Altgeld, following re-assessments of his
life and contributions, as well as the popularity of a 1913 Vachel Lindsay poem,
"The Eagle That Is Forgotten," dedicated
to Altgeld. The Illinois legislature appointed a committee in 1913 and appropriated
$25,000 for a monument dedicated to the
former governor. Danish American sculptor Gutzon Borglum, won the proposal to
make the statue. Borglum was influenced
by the work of Auguste Rodin during his
studies in Paris. Borglum depicted Altgeld
standing above a crouching family, meant
to represent "labor." Altgeld's outstretched
hands may be read as an appeal for mercy
and a gently protective gesture, but some
complained that it insulted labor by placing the figures on their knees at Altgeld's
feet.
The bronze statue was ready for
unveiling on Labor Day of 1915 and
Mayor William "Big Bill" Thompson settled any controversy by disbanding the
committee and stating that "the statue
looks good to me and the committee doesn't."
Excerpted and edited from
wikipedia.org
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Chairman’s Message:
Dear Steuben Brothers and Sisters,
I want to thank the Board of Officers for reelecting
me the National Chairman for another year. Although
the position involves hours of time and effort, the
reward of seeing our society move forward makes it
all worthwhile. I am looking forward to seeing many
members and friends at our 98th Founders Day
Celebration. It will be held at the Plattdeutsche Park
Restaurant on Sunday May 21, 2017.
This is a very special and important event for the Steuben
Society. It is at this event, that we honor our Founders, our Patron and
the Armed Forces. We are looking forward to the Steuben Society
Awards at the US Military Academy at West Point and at the US Naval
Academy at Annapolis in May. Also on Saturday August 26th, we have
our National Council Picnic at Heckscher State Park in Islip. We need
your support to ensure that the picnic will be as successful as last year.
See the ad on the front cover of this issue. Please let us know of any unit
events, and also birthdays and special milestones of our members. We
appreciate the interest in joining the society from the new members. We
look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas that you can contribute
to our society. Wishing you all a wonderful Spring Season.
Fraternally Yours,
Bob Land
NYS COUNCIL ELECTIONS
On Saturday, March 4, 2017, the delegates to the New York State
Council gathered at the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Brentwood,
New York, for the annual election meeting. To follow are the election
results:
Chairlady: Phyllis Kurz;
1st Vice Chair: Larry Rugan;
2nd Vice Chair: Margita Collins;
3rd Vice Chair: Val Engesser;
Secretary: Elyse Land;
Treasurer: Robert Land;
Financial Sec'y: Elke Mariotti;
1st Trustee: Randall Ratje;
2nd Trustee: Robert Land;
Del. To N.C.(2017-19): Phyllis Kurz;
Alt.To N.C. (2017-19): Barbara DeOliveira;
Del. To N.C. (2016-18):Herb Hennings;
Alt. To N.C. (2016-18): Elyse Land.
Congratulations to the newly elected slate of officers and special
thanks to the outgoing State Chairlady Barbara DeOliveira for her service to the Council.

NATIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
On Saturday, April 8th, the delegates and alternate delegates to
the National Council gathered at White Plains, New York for the annual election meeting. After a brief business meeting during which several topics including the upcoming Founders Day Banquet, scheduled for
May 21st at Franklin Square, and the upcoming National Council
Picnic, scheduled for August 26th at Heckscher State Park, were discussed, the final order of business was to address the election of our
National Council Officers.
After a short discussion, the delegates voted unanimously to
elect the following slate of officers for the 2016-2017 term:
Chairman: Robert Land, NY;
1st Vice Chair: Dr. Don Heinrich Tolzmann, OH;
2nd Vice Chair: Charlotte Arndt, NJ;
3rd Vice Chair: Margita Collins, NY;
Secretary: Ilse Hoffmann; NY;
Financial Secretary: Elyse Land, NY;
Treasurer: Hans Arndt, NJ;
1st Trustee: Herbert Hennings, NY; and
2nd Trustee: Randall J Ratje, NY.
The following Delegates-at- Large were elected for the term 20172019:
George Glotzbach, MN; and Peter Hoffmann, NY.
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The purpose of the Steuben Society of America is to educate the public about matters of interest to
American citizens of German descent and their families, to encourage their participation in civic
affairs and to perpetuate and enhance the understanding of the contributions made by such
citizens to the development of the United States
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The following Delegates-at-Large
were elected last year for the term
2016-2018:
Hans Arndt, NJ;
Herbert Hennings, NY; and
Frank Krotschinsky, NY.
Congratulations to the new
slate of officers. May the coming
year be crowned with success.
GEORGE
WASHINGTON’S
GERMAN COUSINS
By Randall J. Ratje, Past National
Chairman
At a recent meeting of my
home unit, the Henry E. Steinway
Unit, No. 66, of Patchogue, New
York, our members voted to have a
monthly presentation relating to
German-American history and or
German-American culture. To that
end, I started thinking about what I
could present at an upcoming meeting. That is when I remembered
something I read in a book written
by our Steuben Society brother, Dr.
Jeffrey S. Gaab, entitled, “Munich:
Hofbrӓuhaus & History – Beer,
Culture & Politics (Peter Lang
Publishing, Inc, New York, 2006).”
In Dr. Gaab’s book he makes
reference to a distant cousin of
President George Washington by
the name of Jacobus von
Washington who, “By the time he
died in 1848 … had risen to the
position of commander-in-chief of
the Bavarian army and Grand
Chamberlain”(Gaab, Munich, p.21).
This bizarre twist of GermanAmerican history left me intrigued
enough to do some additional
research about Jacobus von
Washington. The following article
is the result of my research.
THE TWO ORIGINAL
BRANCHES OF THE
WASHINGTON FAMILY
In 14th Century England,
the Washington family split into
two branches. One branch of the
family was led by Sir Robert
Washington who died in 1324. He
was the progenitor of the Sulgrave
Manor branch of the family. The
other branch of the family was
founded in Hallhead Hall by Sir
Robert’s brother, John Washington,

who died in 1331.
Let us now jump forward in time
to 1656. The English Civil War
between the forces of Oliver
Cromwell and the forces of the
English Crown had been raging for
over ten years. At that point, John
Washington and his brother
Lawrence (descendants of Sir
Robert Washington) together with
their cousin James (a descendant of
the Hallhead Hall branch) fled to
the Colony of Virginia.
THE AMERICAN
WASHINGTONS
John and Lawrence Washington
remained in Virginia and started the
American branch of the family.
John Washington (1633-1677) had a
son
Lawrence
(1659-1698).
Lawrence then had a son Augustine
(1694-1745). Finally, Augustine
had a son George who lived from
1732 to 1799, and who served as
our nation’s first president from
1789 to 1797.
JAMES WASHINGTON
SETTLES IN THE
NETHERLANDS
Unlike his cousins, John and
Lawrence, James Washington did
not find Virginia to his liking.
James first returned to England.
Then, from there, he moved to The
Netherlands.
In the city of
Rotterdam James married a Dutch
woman named Clara van der Lauen.
Thus began the Dutch/German
branch of the Washington family.
For the sake of time, we
shall fast forward again. On
February
2,
1777,
Daniel
Washington, a great great grandson
of James Washington, married
Elizabeth Cornelia Hoogstad. Their
son, Jacobus, the hero of our story,
was born on January 26, 1778.
THE EARLY LIFE OF
JACOBUS WASHINGTON IN
THE NETHERLANDS
Jacobus’ early life was not
easy. His father died in 1786. Then
his mother died in 1789, leaving
him orphaned at age eleven.
Jacobus had a brother. However, I

Contʼd Next page
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Jacobus Washington
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Contʼd from
previous page

was unable to learn anything more
about the brother after the death of
the boys’ parents. In 1794, at the
age of 16, Jacobus joined the Dutch
Army. The next year, he served with
his Dutch countrymen in their
unsuccessful effort to resist an invasion by France. Four years later,
while living under French occupation in the Netherlands, Jacobus
wrote a letter to his distant cousin,
George Washington, in the United
States.
In 1799, at the time Jacobus
wrote his letter, the United States
was in the midst of an undeclared,
“Quasi-War” with France that was
waged at sea between July 7, 1798
and September 30, 1800. With this
in mind, Jacobus offered his military services to the United States.
However, in light of Jacobus’ youth
and inexperience, his offer was
refused.
JACOBUS WASHINGTON’S
LIFE IN BAVARIA
Once Jacobus learned that
his offer of military service to the
United States was refused, he decided to move from The Netherlands to
the Kingdom of Bavaria. Upon relocating to Bavaria, Jacobus joined
the Bavarian Army. There he came
to the attention of Crown Prince
Ludwig who made Jacobus his adjutant. Over the years, under the
patronage of the Crown Prince,
Jacobus steadily rose in rank.
During Jacobus’ service in
the Bavarian Army, Bavaria was at
first allied with France. However,
by 1813, Bavaria had joined the
alliance against France.
On June 7, 1815, Jacobus
signed a treaty with the Duke of
Wellington on behalf of Bavaria.
Later that year, Jacobus was the
only Bavarian officer to fight with
the British at the Battle of Waterloo.
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The rest of the Bavarian forces had
been held in reserve at Saarbruecken.
Jacobus’ fortunes only continued to grow when, in 1825, his patron
Crown Prince Ludwig became King
Ludwig I of Bavaria. By this point,
Jacobus held the rank of Lieutenant
General. Then, on December 8, 1829,
King Ludwig I made Jacobus a
Freiherr (a baron). From then on, he
was known as Jacobus Freiherr von
Washington and he was appointed as
Grand Chamberlain and Marshal of
the military household. Later, in
1843, while on a visit to London,
Jacobus was dubbed a Knight
Commander of the Order of the Bath
by Queen Victoria. After a successful
career, Jacobus Freiherr von
Washington passed away on April 5,
1848, just a few months shy of his
70th birthday.
THE CHILDREN OF JACOBUS
VON WASHINGTON
Jacobus von Washington married twice in his lifetime. His first
wife was a wealthy widow, the
Baroness Antonie von Lӧchner
(1788-1830), with whom he had two
sons:
Ludwig Augustus
von
Washington
(1827-1845)
and
Maximillian
Emanuel
von
Washington (1829-1903).
In 1833, three years after the
death of his first wife, Jacobus married Caroline Segesser von Brunegg
(1802-1841). Through this marriage,
Jacobus gained the Castle Notzing,
located near the town of Erding,
Bavaria. This marriage yielded one
son: Carl Theodor von Washington
(1833-1897).
Jacobus’ son Maximillian also
held the title of Grand Chamberlain
as his father had before him.
Maximillian
married
Dutchess
Frederica von Oldenburg who was
the sister of Queen Amalia of Greece.
Maximillian had two sons: George
(1856-1929) and Stephan (18581899). Both George and Stephan died
without having any children.
In spite of rumors to the contrary,
George
Freiherr
von
Washington did not fight in World
War I against the United States. It is
true that he moved to AustriaHungary and served as a captain in
the 11th Hussars Regiment of the
Austro-Hungarian Army. However,
he had already retired before the war
began in 1914.
Jacobus’ son from his second
marriage, Carl Theodor Freiherr von
Washington, earned his own interesting footnote in history. He was a lieutenant colonel in King Ludwig II’s

royal house guard. As such, he
had the duty to arrest the king at
Neuschwannstein Castle after a
Bavarian government commission declared Ludwig II insane
in June 1886.
Carl Theodor Freiherr
von Washington died with no
heirs on February 8, 1897.
Therefore, the German branch
of the Washington family died
out upon the death of George
Freiherr von Washington on
December 22, 1929.

The Soul of
Germany
Chapter XXI
Prelude to War
By Richie Odorfer
Since 1914, the German
people had to endure the sufferings of world war, bereavements, starvation, military and
economic collapse, political turmoil, and finally in 1933 – a
fascist dictatorship. Yet, in spite
of all these herculean impediments and sufferings, Germans
continued to make significant
contributions for the benefit of
mankind. To mention only a
few: the Geiger counter, the TriErgan process to produce sound
movies, the 35mm camera, the
computer, a process for making
artificial fabrics and strong
sulfa drugs to cure serious
infections. In the field of modern art and architecture in the
1920s, Germans led the world.
Professor
Herman
Oberth, the “Father of space
Travel,” described mathematically how a rocket can leave
earth’s gravity and go into orbit;
Otto Hahn, the “Father of
Nuclear Chemistry,” split the
atom – thus ushering in the
Atomic Age.
On January 30, 1937,
Adolf Hitler, aka Der Fuehrer
(leader), addressed the German
nation from the Reichstag
(Parliament), to commemorate
his four years in office. Winston
Churchill remarked of the event,
that: “Hitler stood in the full
sunlight of world triumph, at the
head of the great nation he
raised from dust.” The previous
two years had brought many
achievements for the Nazi
regime, notably, the Saar
province voted not to remain
with France, but return to be a
part of Germany again. The
1936 Berlin Olympic Games
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were handled brilliantly, thus fostering international respect for
Hitler, and even winning over the
hardened anti-Nazi Berliners.
Any open displays of antiSemitism were curtailed during the
Games, which led many foreign
visitors to believe that what they
heard at home about Nazi civil
rights violations were exaggerated.
Famous personalities of the 1930s
admired Hitler, such as the King of
England, Henry Ford and the
American hero, Charles Lindbergh.
German youth adored their illustrious Fuehrer, for Nazi school teachers molded the minds of the
German youth into believing that
Hitler was like their mother and
father, and that he must be obeyed,
and helped, so he will be proud of
them.
Farmers were especially
supportive of Hitler, for he guaranteed the permanence of the family
farm from being lost because of
debts, lack of money or poor harvest. The German currency was
taken
off
the
international
exchange which infuriated foreign
banks and money changers. The
Reich’s foreign trade was then frequently conducted through bartering, and Germany prospered. Hitler
was futuristic, envisioning underground parking in the cities, pedestrian malls, new parks and green
areas, and strict environmental protection.
He helped in the planning of
a economical family car, the
Volkswagen, that became the most
beloved vehicle in the world. Hitler
put the unemployed to work building Germany’s Autobahn, that connected all the nation’s cities together via super highways. It was
admired and copied by many countries over the years.
Had Adolf Hitler retired at
this time, and brought back democracy to Germany – as he had promised in 1933 - he would have gone
down in history as the Great
German. Tragically, for Germany
and Europe, he chose to bitterly
revenge the cruelties heaped on
Germany by The Treaty of
Versailles.
In the mid-1930s, the
Fuehrer tripled the size of his military, unveiled the Luftwaffe, the
new German air force secretly
planned and built in Russia, and put
to sea a modern submarine fleet. He
sent his soldiers across the Rhine
River to occupy the region bordering France, which the wartime
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Allies had decreed a demilitarized
zone. All these actions were violations of the Versailles Treaty. By
1938, Hitler’s popularity was such
that most German people would
have followed him anywhere. It was
then he turned his attention to foreign affairs and the world stage.
Anschluss, or reunion of
Austria and Germany was Hitler’s
dream since his youth. In February
1938, he summoned the Austrian
chancellor, Kurt von Schuschnigg
to his Berchtesgarten villa in the
Bavarian Alps, called the “Eagles
Nest.” Hitler gave the Austrian
chancellor an ultimatum that he
must grant the Austrian Nazi Party a
major role in his government. Von
Schuschnigg wisely agreed, but
once safely back in Vienna, he tried
to thwart Hitler’s scheming to unite
Berlin and Vienna by calling for an
immediate plebiscite on the question of Anschluss. This worried
Hitler greatly, for he realized there
wouldn’t be enough time for a Nazi
propaganda blitz to secure from the
Austrian voters, an overwhelming
vote
for
Anschluss.
Von
Schuschnigg then was coerced by
Hitler to resign and cancel the
plebiscite. Pleas to the other
European
nations
by
Von
Schuschnigg for support went for
naught.
As a result of the political
turmoil, Austrian cities experienced
unrest as unruly mobs of all political persuasions clashed with each
other. Hitler took advantage of the
situation, and on March 12, 1938,
he declared that German troops will
march into Austria at dawn, “to prevent further bloodshed in Austrian
towns.” General Heinz Guderian,
the “Father of Germany’s Tank
Corps,” led the advancing columns
into Vienna. He reported back to
Berlin that the streets were filled
with excited citizens, who upon
sighting the first German soldiers
broke into frantic rejoicing. The
Austrians greeted their fellow
Germans with kisses, flowers, and t
The next day, Hitler himself
returned to his native land and
found most Austrians delirious in
their love for him. After a great
parade, the Fuehrer was blessed by
Cardinal Innitzer of Vienna, who
promised Hitler that Austrian
Catholics would be true sons of the
Reich. About a month later, 99% of
Austrians and Germans voted for
Anschluss. Germany was now
called Gross Deutschland (Greater
Germany.)
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Hitler was filled with deep
emotion after the election, and in a
radio address to his fellow
Austrians he said: “For me, this is
the proudest hour of my life…I
believe that it was God’s will to
send a boy from here to the Reich,
to let him grow up, to raise him to
be leader of the nation so as to
enable him to lead back his homeland into the Reich.”
Czechoslovakia was a new
nation that had been carved out of
the Austrian-Hungarian empire by
the Allies in 1919. Numerous ethnic groups made up its population:
Czechs,
Slovaks,
Poles,
Hungarians and three million ethnic Germans who lived in the
province of Sudetenland bordering
Germany. It was an acknowledged
fact that the Czech majority ruling
the country maltreated its minorities, especially the Sudeten
Germans. So, when the leader of
the Sudeten Germans, Konrad
Henlein, pleaded to Hitler for help,
the Fuehrer obliged, by demanding
that Czech President Edward
Benes cede the Sudetenland to
Germany. Benes naturally refused
the demand and had the full support of England and France. In the
spring of 1938, Hitler placed the
German Army on alert for a
takeover of the disputed province,
plunging Europe into a possible
war situation.
To defuse the crisis, the
Fascist dictator of Italy, Benito
Mussolini, an ally of Hitler, suggested a conference be held to preserve the peace. Without consulting Prague, British Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain and French
President Edouard Daladier met
with Hitler in Munich on
September 29, 1938. The two
Allied leaders surprisingly agreed

to revise the Versailles Treaty so
Germany could annex the
Sudetenland. But as part of the
agreement, Hitler had to promise
that this would be his last
European territorial demand.
Arriving back in England,
Chamberlain proclaimed that
with Hitler’s signature on the
treaty there would be “peace in
our time.”
A large segment of Nazi
policy dealt with racial arrogance. Its purpose was to instill a
nationalistic virility among
young men, and to build up the
self-esteem among adults who
had seen only defeat in their
times. Girls were encouraged to
give their lives to the three Ks;
Kirche-Kueche-Kinder(churchkitchen-children). Interestingly,
Hitler’s most evil and degenerate
henchmen such as Julius
Streicher and Heinrich Himmler
worked on racial theories. These
“experts” believed that Germans
were direct descendents of a master race they called Aryans. Being
tall, blond haired and blue eyed
qualified as the ideal Aryan, however, no major population in any
German province represented the
ideal German.
While true that Himmler,
the leader of the sinister SS, privately conducted a bizzare plan to
breed a German superrace.
Authorities, especially Jutta
Ruediger, the head of the Nazi
league of German Girls, would
never have allowed such a despicable experiment to take place on
a national scale.
Deputy Fuehrer Rudolf
Hess, Hitler’s closest friend and
colleague, stated that all the talk
about Aryan racial superiority
was never taken seriously by the

Kristallnacht, (“Crystal Night”), also called Night of Broken Glass. On
the night of November 9–10, 1938, German Nazis destroyed hundreds
of Jewish synagogues, shops and property. The name Kristallnacht
refers broken glass left in the streets after this most infamous vandalism spree.
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top Nazi leaders, but it was seen as
useful when directed towards the
Scandanavian people, so as to influence them into supporting their
German cousins.
Crystal Night
Excluding people of Jewish
descent from everyday life was an
important Nazi objective, so Jews
were depicted as an alien race, yet
ironically, it was a fact that many
German-Jews projected a more genuine Aryan physical appearance than
some top Nazi leaders. Up until
1938, Hitler’s policy towards Jews
was mostly one of oppression rather
than violence. The Stormtroopers
busied themselves with pagentry and
parades, and the state police, the
Gestapo, was more interested in
investigating dissidents and spies.
But Hitler’s humiliating
repressions were enough to force
over 100,000 Jews to emigrate, and
more than 60,000 Jewish owned
businesses to close. Jewish leaders
still tried desperately to reason with
the Nazi government, explaining to
anyone who would listen that they
were Germans too and proud of it.
Had not the famous Heinrich Heine
say a century earlier how proud he
was to be a German-Jew: “We
Germans are the most powerful and
intelligent of peoples. Our princely
dynasties sit on all the thrones of
Europe. Our Rothschilds control all
the stockmarkets of the world, our
scientists dominate all the sciences.”
German-Jewish philosopher Herman
Cohen, 1842-1918, believed in a
“profound brotherhood between
Judiaism and Germanism.” Because
Yiddish is a Germanic language spoken then by Jews all over the world,
Cohen felt that Jews had an obligation “to regard Germany with pious
respect as their spiritual home.” To
the bigots of his day, Cohen pleaded:
“I sincerely maintain that all of us
Jews want to be like Germans…in
this matter, all I have to say is: be
patient.”
On November 9, 1938, all
talk about Hitler being reasonable
with the German-Jews became
meaningless, for on that day in
Paris, a young Jewish man assassinated a German official in revenge
for Germany deporting his parents to
Poland. When news of the killing
reached Germany, isolated acts of
violence on Jewish owned property
occurred. Being notified by
Propaganda
Minister
Joseph
Goebbels of the anti-Semitic violence, Hitler replied that “If the riots

Contʼd next page
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Soul of Germany
Contʼd from previous page

spread
spontaneously
throughout the Reich they
were not to be discouraged.”
That was all Goebbels had to
hear, he at once got the word
out to Nazi party chapters
across Germany to organize
demonstrations against Jewry.
What befell the innocent Jews on the 9th and 10th
of November 1938 shocked
the civilized world and outraged the average German.
Nazi thugs ran amok for two
days breaking the windows of
Jewish owned stores – hence
the name Crystal Night. The
Gestapo had notified the local
German police forces not to
interfere with the Nazi rioters. That order crushed most
policemen, and many were
seen weeping in doorways
unable to stop the criminal
acts committed before them.
In spite of all Hitler’s and
Goebbel’s anti-Semitic propaganda, the German people
refused to partake in the violence. Huge crowds just
watched in silence and fear
for what the future might
soon bring upon them.
Figures compiled of
the rioting vary, but at least
7,000 Jewish owned stores
were destroyed, along with
200 synagogues. The police
were forbidden to arrest the
Nazi gangsters, but took into
protective custody about
35,000 Jews. Adding to the
injustice, the Nazi government held the Jews responsible for causing the violence,
and imposed an “atonement”
fine on the Jewish community
on one billion marks.
The Third Reich continued to harass its Jewish citizens after Crystal Night,
restricting their associations
with non-Jews, prohibiting
them from attending school,
and using parks and libraries
among other things. Twothirds of the remaining Jews
emigrated within two years.
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Wealthy Jews had a much easier
time leaving Germany than their
poorer working class brethren,
the latter often using up all their
life-savings trying to find a
country that might accept them.
Often, when they arrived at a
port in the United States, the
authorities would turn them
away, fearing there would be few
Nazi spies among them.
Thousands of refugees were
denied entry into the US and it is
estimated that more than 25% of
those denied refuge ended up in
concentration camps back in
Europe.
Once the Versailles
Treaty revisions were executed
at the 1938 Munich Peace
Conference, ethnic German,
then, Polish and Hungarian
provinces returned home to their
ancient tribal nations. This left
Czechoslovakia with only two
ethnic groups, the Czechs and
Slovaks. Quarreling soon broke
out between the two, with
Slovaks demanding independence. Hitler cleverly manipulated the feuding, using both threats
and at the same time, offers of
help. On the 15th of March
1939, Hitler finally convinced
President Emil Hacha of
Czechoslovakia that only under
German suzerainty could their
people remain united in peace.
President Hacha that day signed
his nation over to Germany,
“convinced that the destiny of
Czechoslovakia lay in the
Fuehrer’s hand, believing it was
in safekeeping in such hands.”
After the signing, Hitlers
rushed from the Chancellory to
his office where he exclaimed to
his two secretaries, “Children,
quickly, give me a kiss!
Quickly!” Both ladies then
bussed him on both cheeks, after
which he told them exultingly:
“Hacha has just signed…It is the
greatest triumph of my life! I
shall go down in history as the
great German.”
As expected, England’s
leaders were furious at Hitler’s
bloodless victory. What riled the
Britsh was that Hitler broke his
word that the Sudetenland was
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his last territorial demand. Up
until Hitler’s reign, Germany
had always kept her word, but
things are different now,
Hitler later explained. “The
terrible lies and evil diplomacy initiated by the Allies in
the Great War changed the
ethics of modern international
politics.” Winston Churchill’s
philosophy was always that in
war, the truth is so precious
that it must be protected with
lies. This was also Hitler’s
maxim, for he had never surrendered in 1918 – former
Corporal Adolf Hitler was
still at war.
POLISH CORRIDOR
Following centuries of
foreign domination, an independent Polish nation finally
emerged from Germany and
Russia’s defeat in the Great
War. The framers of the 1919
Versailles Treaty had decided
to give the new Poland access
to the sea, but in so doing,
“cruelly tore the flesh from
Germany,” thus provoking a
future war. “Nothing aroused
German patriots more than
this so-called Polish Corridor
which isolated their province
of East Prussia from the rest
of the Fatherland. And the
focal point of resentment lay
in Danzig, which was populated almost exclusively by
Germans.”
Hitler first dealt with
the Polish Corridor question
in late 1938, when he told his
foreign minister, Joachim von
Ribbentrop, to propose politely to the Polish ambassador
two requests for him to bring
back to his government. One
asked for permission to build
a German controlled highway
and railroad across the
Corridor to link the two parts
of Germany. The second
request was an offer that if
Poland agreed to the return of
Danzig, the world’s only free
city, back to Germany, Hitler
would still let Poland use
Danzig as a free port, and in
addition, Germany would
guarantee Poland’s existing
borders.
Poland was in the
hands of its military at the
time and refused to even dis-
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calendar of events
Please email your calendar items to:
SteubenNewsEditor@gmail.com 1-2 months prior to
your event.
5/21

1-6:00 pm Steuben Society 98th Anniversary
& Foundersʼ Day Banquet, Plattduetsche Park
Restaurant, Franklin Square, NY 516-567-6565

8/26

Noon-4:00 pm National Council Picnic, Heckscher
State Park, East Islip, NY 516-567-6565

9/16

Noon NYC Steuben Parade, 5th Ave/65th Street

cuss the German proposal. An angered Hitler
then turned to threats, accusing the Poles of
committing outrages against the German minority living in the Corridor and in the pre-1919
German parts of Poland. Once Hitler’s intrigues
with Warsaw were disclosed, England speaking
also for France, immediately guaranteed the
Poles an unconditional offer of assistance in any
case of German aggression. London even went
further by inviting Communist Russia to station
troops in Poland in order to encircle Hitler. But
the Poles rejected having Russian soldiers on
their soil. They believed that while Germans
might deprive them of freedom, Russians would
steal their soul. An old Polish saying was:
“Fighting Germans is business; fighting
Russians is pleasure.”
The German leader knew that he could
not take any forceful action so long as Britain
and France were backing Poland, and Russia’s
intentions were unclear. Risking a two-front war
over Poland was out of the question. But then
Joseph Stalin, the Russian despot, replaced his
Jewish foreign minister with a non-Jew. Hitler
interpreted that decision as a sign of friendship
to him, and promptly instructed the German
ambassador to Russia to “feel out” Stalin. This
all led to secret talks during the 1939 summer
between the Nazis and Communists that proceeded smoothly, which was an amazing development considering the natural hatred each had
for the other’s philosophy.
On August 23, 1939, the world was
astonished to hear that Communist Russia and
Nazi Germany joined together in a non-aggression treaty, that included extensive trade agreements. The main provision of the treaty was a
secret delineation of German-Russian spheres of
influence in eastern Europe, with a stipulation
on what policy both countries would follow in
the event of war with Poland. Adolf Hitler’s
Germany was now unleashed on Europe.

cont’d next month
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