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In anticipation of our Centennial Anniversary Celebration, we have

established the Centennial Club inviting donations of $100.
Donors will be acknowledged in Steuben News.
Please make check payable to Steuben Society of America
(Note: “Centennial Club”) and mail to: Steuben Society of America,
One South Ocean Ave. Suite 217, Patchogue, NY 11772
Your Name:___________________________________
Address:______________________________________
Village:___________________State_____Zip:__________
All donations are tax deductible

Visit Steuben Societyʼs New YouTube Channel and watch the
September 2015 Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture
by Robert Selig entitled, “Georrg Daniel Flohr and
his Travels in America (1780-1781)”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTMiaKc-ICw

The Steuben Society of America
is dedicated to unite men and
women of Germanic origin who
share a common interest in the
positive and continued growth of
our nation as well as the preservation of our rich heritage. For
more info:
www.steubensociety.org

PERMIT #12
STONY BROOK, NY 11790

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CENTENNIAL CLUB

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

On Wednesday evening, September 21, 2016, I had the honor
to act as Master of Ceremonies for the Fifth Annual Erick Kurz
Memorial Lecture. Our guest speaker, Brother George Glotzbach,
and his lovely wife Sharon, traveled all the way from New Ulm,
Minnesota, to address an attentive group of Steubenites who had
filled the Gold Room of the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant in
Franklin Square, New York, to hear all about the history of New
Ulm, “The most German city in America.”
Although this lecture marked the fifth in a series of annual
lectures, it is important to note the long standing commitment the
Steuben Society has had to preserving German language and culture
in America. This lecture series actually evolved from the Steuben
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Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture
Continues to be a Great Success

Awards for excellence in German that have been given out annually
at our nation’s military service academies dating back to 1936.
It was in 1936, that the Steuben Society presented its first
award at the United States Military Academy at West Point. In
1965, an annual Steuben Award was initiated at the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis. Then, in 1968, the Steuben Society
began its award program at the United States Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs.
However, in 1997, the Steuben Society opted to discontinue
its award at Colorado Springs when the Air Force Academy ceased
to offer German as a major. To fill the void left by the discontinuation of the Air Force Academy Award, beginning in 1999, the
National Council began giving an award for excellence in the field
of German-American Studies at the University of Cincinnati.
By 2008, the award was opened up to students anywhere in
the country. In that year, the award went to a student at Temple
University in Pennsylvania. Then, in the next year, another change
came.
As of 2009, the Steuben Society’s award for GermanAmerican Studies became known as the Erick Kurz Memorial
Scholarship. This was thanks to a separate endowment fund that was
set up by the Kurz Family to perpetuate this award after the untimely passing of National Third Vice Chairman Erick Kurz in 2008.
By 2012, a decision was made by the National Council for
the Erick Kurz Scholarship Fund to be used to commence a lecture
series. Thus began the Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture. The first lecture took place on September 6, 2012, at Fraunces Tavern in New
York City. The featured speaker of the evening was Nancy
Demyttenaere, the Administrator of the Steuben Homestead and
Burial Site in Remsen, New York. Her talk was entitled, “Steuben:
The Lost New York City Years and Dreams of a Dignified
Retirement.”
The next lecture was given by Kristian Roebling, the greatgreat-great grandson of John Roebling, builder of the Brooklyn
Bridge. On September 13, 2013, we once again gathered at the historic Fraunces Tavern Restaurant. That year’s lecture was entitled,
“The Life of Roebling.”
Contʼd Next page
On September 9, 2014, the site of
the lecture relocated to the friendly confines of the Village Lantern German
Restaurant in Lindenhurst, New York.
The speaker for our Third Annual
Lecture was Dr. Joachim “Yogi”
Reppmann of Flensburg, Germany. Dr.
Reppmann’s talk focused on a subset
THIRD CLASS
BULK RATE

George Glotzbach (C) holds award as recipient of the 2016 Erick Kurz
Memorial Lecture Award. Celebrating his success are (L-R) Robert Land
National Chairman, Andrew Kurz, Phyllis Kurz, Matthew Kurz and
Matthewʼs wife Nicole.
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Erick Kurz Memorial
Award Winner
contd from front cover
the so-called “48’ers” who fought in the
ill-fated Revolution of 1848 in
Schleswig-Holstein and who later relocated to Davenport, Iowa.
By September 2, 2015, the lecture
found another new home at the
Plattduetsche Park Restaurant in
Franklin Square, New York. Our Fourth
Annual Lecture was given by noted
scholar and frequent contributor to
German Life Magazine, Dr. Robert
Selig. Dr. Selig’s talk followed the life
and times of a German soldier who
fought for the French in the American
Revolution. He entitled his lecture,
“Georg Daniel Flohr and his Travels in
America 1780-1781.”
This now brings us back to this year’s
Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture in the
Gold Room of the Plattduetsche Park
Restaurant. The evening’s proceedings
brought back a lot of memories for me.
As I entered the Gold Room, National
Chairman Robert Land reminded me
that it was in this same room, in March
of 2000, that I was elected to my first of
three terms as Chairman of the New
York State Council. Then, as I was
introducing Brother Glotzbach to the
audience, I thought back to my visit to
New Ulm in April of 2009.
Over my eight years as National
Chairman, from 2004 to 2012, I had the
honor to travel all over the country
doing the business of the Steuben
Society. However, one of my fondest
recollections is of my trip to New Ulm,
Minnesota, between April 15 to April
19, 2009. I still remember driving my
rental car up to the hotel and hearing the
song, Ein mal am Rhein being piped out
into the parking lot. I thought to
myself, “This is my kind of town.”
Shortly thereafter, I had the pleasure to
meet Brother George Glotzbach and his
partner in crime, Brother Dennis Warta.
These two gentlemen showed me all
around the city. They even arranged for
me to be interviewed on the local radio
station. Then they arranged for me to
give a sales pitch to potential new members at the New Ulm Public Library. As
a result of these efforts we added several new members-at-large to our ranks.
Among these new members was the
mayor at the time, the Hon. Joel T.
Albrecht.
Once I completed the introductions
for the lecture, the floor was turned over
to Brother Glotzbach who was resplendently attired in his authentic Tracht
Anzug. Brother Glotzbach divided his

THE STEUBEN NEWS
talk into segments which he expertly timed
to coincide with various courses of our dinner.
First, Brother Glotzbach told us about his
family history. His great-great grandfather,
a German immigrant, had the misfortune to
be the first recorded death in Brown County,
Minnesota, where New Ulm is located.
Then, when his great-great grandmother remarried, a necessity for a young widow
stranded on the frontier, her marriage was
the first recorded marriage in Brown
County, circa 1855.
Brother Glotzbach went on to tell us of
the founding of New Ulm by refugees from
the Revolutions of 1848 who were free
thinkers who gravitated toward the Turn
Verein Movement. These settlers came to
New Ulm by way of the Turn Verein of
Cincinnati, Ohio. These first settlers did not
adhere to any organized religion. However,
they soon found themselves joined by
Catholic German-Bohemians as well as by
German Methodists and Lutherans.
These German settlers of varying backgrounds were forced to cooperate just to survive life on the frontier. As Brother
Glotzbach told us, the city’s very existence
was put to the test during two pitched battles
with the Dakota Sioux in August of 1862.
During this Indian uprising, 800 settlers lost
their lives. But the city did survive and it
also remained decidedly German in its ethnic makeup.
So proud were these German-Americans
of their heritage that, in 1897, the City of
New Ulm erected a bronze statue of
Hermann der Cherusker Furst (the Prince of
the Cheruskans) that stands 102 feet tall
from its base to the tip of Hermann’s sword.
Brother Glotzbach then proceeded to give us
a brief history lesson about why Hermann
was selected as the subject of the statue.
The story of Hermann goes back to 9 A.D.
when this prince of the Germanic Cheruskan
tribe lured three Roman legions under
General Publius Quinctilius Varus into an
ambush near Kalkriese in the Teutoberg
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Forest. This smashing Roman defeat has gone down in
German History as “Der Varus Schlacht” (the slaughter of
Varus). Ever since, Hermann has been held up as a symbol of
German national pride. Therefore, it should be no surprise
that Germany has its own, even larger, Hermann statue located in the town of Detmold in the Teutoberg Forest. Today, the
New Ulm statue is recognized on the list of United States historic sites as a symbol of the German element in America.
Ever the showman, Brother Glotzbach ended his talk by
leading all those assembled in a rousing rendition of Ein Prosit
der Gemuetlichkeit! Our very enjoyable evening then came to
an end when Sister Phyllis Kurz and her family joined
National Chairman Robert Land in presenting Brother
Glotzbach with a certificate of appreciation.
As in prior years, all of the evening’s festivities were
captured on video by Kevin Dauernheim of Precious Moments
Video, Inc. Our hope is to post the video to the Steuben
Society’s website: www.steubensociety.org in the near future.
We will also again plan to offer DVD’s of the lecture for a
nominal donation. I hope all who were not able to join us in
person at the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant will take the time
to enjoy the video.

Luise: Queen of Prussia
Cont’d from Last Issue
by Hans A. Pohlsander
Between 1896 and 1934, three German passenger ships
were named "Königin Luise" as they were launched. The first
of these, launched in 1896, with 10,566 BRT the largest, was
operated by the North German Lloyd in service to Australia and
the USA. In 1919, it was surrendered to the British as part of
the reparations imposed on Germany by the Western allies. It
remained in service until 1932. The second, with 2163 BRT
much smaller, was launched in 1913 and operated between
Hamburg and the Netherlands. On the outbreak of World War I
this ship was taken over by the German navy and fitted out as
a mine-layer. On 5 August 1914, it was sunk by the British and
thus became the first German navy ship to be lost in World War
I. The third "Königin Luise" ship, measuring 2,400 BRT, was
launched in 1934 and provided service primarily between
Hamburg and Helgoland. It was taken over by the German navy
on the outbreak of World War II and fitted out as a mine-layer.
On 25 September 1941 it was sunk by a Soviet mine in the Gulf
of Finland.
In 1901, two monuments both created by the German
sculptor Johannes Gottfried Götz (1865-1934) were erected in
Magdeburg. One of these honors the memory of Johannes
Gutenberg; it stands to this day unharmed.

Contʼd Next page
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QUEEN LUISE
cont’d from previous page
The other celebrated Queen Luise, but was
ordered destroyed in 1963, as the Prussian monarchic heritage was rejected, at that time, by the East
German regime. It was restored in 2009, in time for
the "Luisenjahr" of 2010.
Among the several German films which
have Luise for their subject, one, released in 1957, is
to be singled out. It is a documentary titled "Königin
Luise: Liebe und Leid einer Königin." It was directed by Wolfgang Liebeneiner, and the title role was
played by Ruth Leuwerik. It was released in 2013 as
a DVD in the series "Juwelen der Filmgeschichte." It
can also be viewed on the internet: Google Youtube
Königin Luise, parts 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4.
Not much attention has been paid to Luise
by English writers. A book on her written in German
by Gertrude Aretz and translated into English by
Ruth Putnam appeared in 1929. A book by
Constance Wright came forth in 1970. German writers were particularly active in the years 1996-2010,
as the 200th anniversary of Luise's death
approached. More than a dozen of books on Luise
and several books on her sister Friederike appeared
in those years. A television program titled "Luise:
Königin der Herzen" was offered in 2010 by the
NDR (North German Broadcasting Corp.).
In 2010 the Stiftung Preußischer Schlösser
und Gärten (Foundation of Prussian Castles and
Gardens) declared a "Luisenjahr" (Luise-Year) and
arranged for three temporary exhibitions, two in
Berlin and one in Paretz. For the first of these, in
Charlottenburg Castle, more than 200 paintings,
sculptures, and documents were assembled; the collection included works by Schinkel, Schadow, and
Christian Daniel Rauch (1777-1857). The second of
the three exhibitions, featuring modern art, was held
on the idyllic "Pfaueninsel" (Peacock Island) in the
Havel River, another favorite resort of Friedrich
Wilhelm and Luise. The third exhibition, of Luise's
dresses and accessories, was held at Paretz. At the
same time another special exhibition, "Luise: Der
Tod der Königin," was held in the castellan's house
Reconstructed Eberleinʼs statue of Luise in
Tilsit
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at Hohenzieritz by the state of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.
In the years 1897-1900
the prolific German artist Gustav
Eberlein (1847-1926) created an
impressive
monument,
in
Carrara marble, of Luise. It was
erected in the Jakobsruh park of
Tilsit and commemorates Luise's
meeting with Napoleon at Tilsit
in 1807. It presents her in a
proud and stately bearing, far
from being humbled. In her right
hand she holds a flower, reminding us of the flower which New Steuben Society member Tom Rogers enjoyed August touring
Napoleon presented to her at that Germany. He found a week in Augsburg and the Bavarian alps to be the
perfect antidote to summer at his home in Phoenix, Arizona. Then there
historic meeting. The statue was was a visit to historic Nüremberg and finally the arrival at his favorite
3 m. tall, on a round socle 5 m. Hauptbahnhof in Hamburg. He says that this Hanseatic place is his favorite
high. The monument was dedi- with the finest Jägerschnitzel that he has found anywhere.
cated on 22 September 1900 by
Other famous Americans interred at the
Kaiser Wilhelm II in an elaborate military ceremony. Sleepy Hollow Cemetery include: Andrew Carnegie,
At some time in 1945 or later, after Tilsit had Walter Chrysler, Samuel Gompers, Washington
been annexed by Russia, the monument was totally Irving, etc. Many of the graves are well maintained,
destroyed. Was there an awareness of the friendly and have flowers.
relations which tied Friedrich Wilhelm and Luise to
Unfortunately, the gravesite of Carl Schurz
Tsar Alexander I? The Prussian royal couple had has been neglected. The cemetery itself is well maineven been guests of the Tsar, from 27 December tained, but it is the responsibility of individuals, or
1808 to 10 February 1809, in St. Petersburg. Also, concerned organizations to preserve and decorate
their daughter Charlotte (1798-1860) in 1817 mar- individual gravesites.
ried Russia's Grand Duke Nikolaus (1796-1855),
There is a Carl Schurz Memorial Monument
who succeeded to the throne as Tsar Nikolaus I in in Morningside Park in New York City, and current1825. She converted to Russian Orthodoxy and took ly there is discussion of creating a monument to him
the name of Alexandra Feodorovna.
in Berlin in honor of the role he played during the
But Luise has returned to Tilsit! Two 1848 Revolution in Germany. However, his
Russian sculptors, Pavel Ignatev and Denis Prasolov, gravesite has been forgotten.
reconstructed the monument in their studio in St.
A picture from Wikipedia shows how forPetersburg, actively supported in their project by lorn the gravesite
Professor Rolf Grimm, the head of the Gustav looks
today.
Eberlein Research Foundation in Hannoversch Hopefully, someMünden. The reconstructed monument was placed in one, or some
the former position of the original in Tilsit's organization will
Jakobsruh park. It was dedicated in an elaborate take interest in
Russian/German ceremony on 6 July 2014, the 207th looking after this
anniversary of Luise's meeting with Napoleon.
historic site, and
What an inspiring, exciting example of clean it up annuinternational cooperation in the arts!
ally, and place
flowers
there.
The Gravesite of Carl Schurz
Given Schurz’s
importance
in
Dr. Don Heinrich Tolzmann
and
In 2014, I spoke in New York at the German
Founders Day Dinner of the Steuben on the occasion American history,
efforts
of its 95th anniversary. While there, I and Ilse such
Hoffmann, National Secretary of the Society, visited would be long
the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Sleepy Hollow, New overdue.
York, since Rudolf Cronau, one of the Society’s
founders is buried there.
While at the cemetery, we visited the gravesite of Carl Schurz who is
also buried there. We were appalled at
the deplorable condition of the latter’s
gravesite.
The cemetery’s website lists its
“Famous Interments,” which includes
the following reference to Carl Schurz,
one of the foremost German-Americans
in American history: “Carl Schurz
(1820-1906), German-American journalist, Civil War general, United States
Senator from Missouri, United States
Secretary of the Interior under
Rutherford B. Hayes.
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MAX PLANCK (1858 - 1947)
Max Planck was a German theoretical physicist, considered to be the
initial founder of quantum theory, and
one of the most important physicists of
the 20th Century. Around the turn of
the century, he realized that light and
other electromagnetic waves were
emitted in discrete packets of energy
that he called "quanta" - "quantum" in
the singlular - which could only take on
certain discrete values (multiples of a
certain constant, which now bears the
name the “Planck constant”). This is
generally regarded as the first essential
stepping stone in the development of
quantum theory, which has revolutionized the way we see and understand the
sub-atomic world.
Karl Ernst Ludwig Marx
Planck, better known as Max, was born
in Kiel in Holstein, northern Germany
on 23 April 1858. His family was traditional and intellectual (his father was a
law professor and his grandfather and
great-grandfather had been theology
professors). In 1867, the family moved
to Munich, where Planck attended the
Ludwig Maximilians gymnasium
school. There, he came under the tutelage of Hermann Müller, who taught
him astronomy and mechanics as well
as mathematics, and awoke Planck’s
early interest in physics.
Although a talented musician
(he sang, played the piano, organ and
cello, and composed songs and even
operas), he chose to study physics at
the University of Munich in 1874, soon
transferring to theoretical physics,
before going on to Berlin for a year of
further study in 1877.
Having completed his habilitation thesis on heat theory in 1880,
Planck became an unpaid private lecturer in Munich, waiting until he was
offered an academic position. In April
1885, the University of Kiel appointed
him as an associate professor of theoretical physics, and he continued to
pursue work on heat theory and on
Rudolph Clausius’ ideas about entropy
and its application in physical chemistry.
In 1889, Planck moved to the
University of Berlin, becoming a full
professor in 1892. He had married
Marie Merck in 1887, and they went on
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to have four children, Karl (1888), the
twins Emma and Grete (1889) and
Erwin (1893), of whom only Erwin was
to survive past the First World War. The
Planck home in Berlin became a social
and cultural centre for academics, and
many well-known scientists, including
Albert Einstein, Otto Hahn and Lise
Meitner, were frequent visitors.
In 1894, Planck turned his
attention to the problem of black body
radiation, the observation that the greatest amount of energy being radiated
from a “black body” (or any perfect
absorber) falls near the middle of the
electromagnetic spectrum, rather than in
the ultraviolet region as classical theory
would suggest.
In particular, he investigated
how the intensity of the electromagnetic
radiation emitted by a black body
depends on the frequency of the radiation (e.g. the colour of the light) and the
temperature of the body. After some initial frustrations, he derived the first version of his black body radiation law in
1900. However, although it described
the experimentally observed black body
spectrum well, he realized that it was
not perfect.
The previous year, though, in
1899, he had noted that the energy of
photons could only take on certain discrete values which were always a full
integer multiple of a certain constant,
which is now known as the “Planck
constant”. Thus, light and other waves
were emitted in discrete packets of energy that he called "quanta". Defining the
Planck constant enabled him to go on to
define a new universal set of physical
units or Planck units (such as the Planck
length, the Planck time, the Planck temperature, etc), all based on five fundamental physical constants: the speed of
light in a vacuum, the gravitational constant, the Coulomb force constant, the
Boltzmann constant and his own Planck
constant.
Later in 1900, then, he revised
his black body theory to incorporate the
supposition that electromagnetic energy
could be emitted only in “quantized”
form, so that the energy could only be a
multiple of an elementary unit E = hv
(where h is the Planck constant, previously introduced by him in 1899, and v
is the frequency of the radiation).
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Although quantization was a purely
formal assumption
in Planck’s work at
this time and he
never fully understood its radical
implications (which
had to await Albert
Einstein’s interpretations in 1905), its
discovery has come
to be regarded as
effectively the birth
of quantum physics,
and the greatest
intellectual accomMax Planckʼs Quantum Theory Model: Light sometimes acts
plishment
of
as a wave and at other times, a stream of particle
Planck's career. It
organize a somewhat provocative offiwas in recognition of this accomplishcial commemorative meeting after the
ment that he was awarded the Nobel
death in exile of fellow physicist Fritz
Prize in Physics in 1918.
Haber. He also succeeded in secretly
Planck was among the few who
enabling a number of Jewish scientists
immediately recognized the signifito continue working in institutes of the
cance of Einstein’s 1905 Special
Kaiser Wilhelm Society for several
Theory of Relativity, and he used his
years.
influence in the world of theoretical
The “Deutsche Physik” movephysics (he was president of the newly
ment attacked Planck, Arnold
formed German Physical Society from
Sommerfeld and Werner Heisenberg
1905 to 1909) to ensure that the theory
among others for continuing to teach
was soon widely accepted in Germany,
the theories of Einstein, calling them
as well as making his own contributions
"white Jews". When his term as presito extending the theory.
dent of the Kaiser Wilhelm Society
After Planck had been appointended in 1936, the Nazi government
ed dean of Berlin University, it became
pressured him to refrain from seeking
possible for him to call Einstein to
another term.
Berlin and to establish a new professorAt the end of 1938, the
ship specifically for him in 1914, and
Prussian Academy of Sciences lost its
the two scientists soon became close
remaining independence and was
friends and met frequently to play
taken over by Nazis, and Planck
music together.
protested by resigning his presidency.
Planck's wife Marie died in
He steadfastly refused to join the Nazi
1909, possibly from tuberculosis, and,
party, despite being under significant
in 1911, he married his second wife,
political pressure to do so.
Marga von Hoesslin, who bore him a
Allied bombing campaigns
third son, Hermann, the same year. By
against Berlin during the Second
the time of the German annexation and
World War forced Planck and his wife
the First World War in 1914 (which
to leave the city temporarily to live in
Planck initially welcomed, but later
the countryside, and his house in
argued against), he was effectively the
Berlin was completely destroyed by an
highest authority of German physics, as
air raid in 1944. He continued to travone of the four permanent presidents of
el frequently, giving numerous public
the Prussian Academy of Sciences, and
lectures, including talks on Religion
a leader in the influential umbrella
and Science (he was a devoted and
body, the Kaiser Wilhelm Society. By
persistent adherent of Christianity all
the end of the 1920s, Niels Bohr,
his life), and at the advanced age of 85
Werner Heisenberg and Wolfgang Pauli
he was still sufficiently fit to climb
had worked out the so-called
3,000-metre peaks in the Alps.
"Copenhagen interpretation" of quanAt the end of the Second
tum mechanics, and the quantum theory
World War (during which his youngest
which Planck’s work had triggered
son Erwin was implicated in the
became ever more established, even if
attempt on Hitler's life in 1944 and
Planck himself (like Einstein) was
hanged), Planck, his second wife and
never quite comfortable with some of
his remaining son moved to Göttingen.
its philosophical implications.
He died there on 4 October 1947, aged
When the Nazis seized power
89, from the consequences of a fall and
in 1933, Planck was an old man of 74,
several strokes.
and he generally avoided open conflict
Excerpted
from
with the Nazi regime, although he did
PhysicsoftheUniverse.com

Interested in writing for
The Steuben News?
Submit your article to the editor
charvey@newliving.com
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Chairman’s Message:
Dear Steuben Brothers and Sisters,
Thanksgiving and Christmas are approaching and I
wish to thank those who helped us achieve another successful year. Your dedicated support has enabled us to
maintain our educational award programs, to celebrate
Founders Day, and also for providing the lead float for the
German-American NY Steuben Parade along with the
NYS Council.
On Saturday, August 27, we held the National Council
Steuben Society Picnic at the Heckscher State Park in East Islip, NY. The
weather was absolutely perfect, complete with a beautiful summer breeze. The
food was enjoyed by all. The picnic was held under a pavillion, so it was rain
or shine.
I wish to thank Brother Larry Rugen and Brother Pete Stubben for portraying General George Washington and General von Steuben at our GermanAmerican Steuben Parade in NYC on September 17. On September 21st at the
Plattdeutsche Park Restaurant in Franklin Square NY, we held the Erick Kurz
Memorial lecture. Brother George Glozbach from New Ulm Minnesota was our
guest speaker. Everyone enjoyed hearing the history of New Ulm as the "Most
German City in America.” Please read Brother Randy Ratje’s excellent article
on the front cover of this issue on the informative and interesting talk that
many had the pleasure to hear.
At this point, our units should be preparing for their election meeting
in December. Please report the results no later than January 17, 2017. Also
remember to do the 4th quarter reports and pay the dues. I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas Season! This is the time of the year to enjoy
with family and friends!
Fraternally yours,
Bob Land

The 1848ers' Living Legacy Major Conference
in Minnesota and a Memorial in Berlin
Seldom has the legacy of the Forty-Eighters been more newsworthy
than it is today. Next year at this time, researchers, supporters, and friends of
the fascinating story of German emigrants to the USA will meet in Northfield,
Minnesota for an especially significant conference. Leading politicians in
Berlin are considering an 1848er monument to the legendary early democrats.
The conference in Minnesota will be held from March 30 to April 2,
2017 and will feature a new film documentary telling the love story of Bleik
and Thilde Peters, who left Schleswig-Holstein and bravely began a new life in
Davenport, Iowa. Other presentations will throw light on the fateful adventures
TOP: 2016 New York City Parade: Larry Rugen as General George Washington, Pete Stubben as
General von Steuben and unidentified woman from Germany who could have posed as Martha
Washington on our float but didnʼt. BOTTOM: Members at the National Council Picnic in August
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The purpose of the Steuben Society of America is to educate the public about matters of interest to
American citizens of German descent and their families, to encourage their participation in civic
affairs and to perpetuate and enhance the understanding of the contributions made by such
citizens to the development of the United States
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of these courageous immigrants. The
conference organizers are hoping to
stimulate a great deal of interest among
supporters and visitors.
Two recent articles in leading
German news sources--the April 4 issue
of "Der Spiegel" and the March 17 issue
of "Die Zeit"--deal with revolution and
emigration
in
mid-19th-century
Germany. The authors promote a special remembrance of the "key day,"
March 18, 1848, when the King of
Prussia began trying, at first without
success, to suppress the liberal citizens'
uprising, and they encourage the establishment of a memorial for the brave
revolutionaries, whose movement collapsed completely the following year.
Disappointed and embittered, many of
them left their homeland, which was
ruled by tyrannical nobles, to seek a
future in the rising USA.
Please submit papers and proposals
to: Dr. Don Heinrich Tolzmann, dhtolzmann@yahoo.com; www.donheinrichtolzmann.net; or to: Dr. Joachim (Yogi)
Reppmann, 103 Orchard St N,
Northfield, MN 55057; H:(507)6641064;
yogireppmann@gmail.com;
www.moin-moin.us

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Platinum Club Donors
($100-$500)
500 Dollars:
In Loving Memory of
Thomas W Cornell from Gerta
Cornell & family ....
100 Dollars:
JP Zenger Unit 212
Christmas Greetings!
100 Dollars:
Henry Steinway
Unit 66:
Christmas Greetings to
all Steuben Brothers
and Sisters

100 Dollars:
The family of Hans
Ratje Always missed,
Never forgotten...

100 Dollars:
Joel Zink, Member at Large
Given in loving memory
of my father
Robert L Zink 1923-2016
100 Dollars:
Robert and Elyse Land
Wishing all a Merry Christmas
******************
50 Dollars:
the Family of
Thomas W Cornell
Merry Christmas!
50 Dollars:
Phyllis Kurz Chairlady of
JP Zenger Unit 212
Merry Christmas and Happy
Healthy New Year to all
Steuben Members
************
25 Dollars:
Herman Helck
NYC Member at Large
20 Dollars:
Anonymous
Merry Christmas to all
25 Dollars:
Very Merry Christmas
Healthy, Happy New Year!
Christine Harvey,
Steuben News Editor
25 Dollars:
Christmas Greetings from
Walter Depken & family
Phyllis Kurz (C), Chairlady of the JP
Zenger Unit #212 with (L) First Lady Elyse
Land and a few Unit members
celebrating her 70th Birthday
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We ran this poem in the last
installment of “Soul of Germany”
in the last issue of Steuben News,
but because of layout issues, the
lines of the poem weren’t laid out
properly and didn’t relay the proper cadence of the poem, so we rerun it here in its proper format:
I Once had a Comrade
I once had a comrade,
A better one you couldn’t find.
As the drum played to the battle,
he marched at my side.
Then a bullet came flying.
Is it meant for you or me?
He was thrown and is lying,
in front of my feet,
as if he was a piece of me.
I am giving my hand to him,
who is laying next to me.
He cannot reach out to me,
as he passes into eternity.
But he will be in heaven,
my comrade tried and and true.

Soul of Germany:
Chapter XVIII

The Treaty of Versailles
Cont’d from Last Month
by Richie Odorfer
Germany had no other
choice but to accept the Allied
terms for peace, for the Reich now
stood alone against the mightiest
powers on earth. Yet, ironically,
although the Germans lost the
Great War, they never lost a major
battle throughout the 1914-1918
conflict.
The war’s cost in lives and
treasure was horrendous. The
Allies lost five million men of the
42 million mobilized and spent 145
billion dollars ($ 3.4 trillion in
todays dollars). The Central
Powers mobilized 23 million men
and lost 3.5 million (three million
of them Germans) but spent less
than half the Allied figure.
Upon the abdication of Germany’s
last emperor, Wilhelm II, the leader
of the Social Democratic Party,
Friedrich Ebert, chaired a provisional government of Germany’s
first democratic republic.
A constitution was required
for the new democracy and Ebert,
wanting to ensure that the document would be written by a true
representation of the people, called
for a national election to be held
January 19, 1919.
The historic election took
place as planned - it was the first
democratic election in German history. Friedrich Ebert was elected
Germany’s first president, and
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because no political party won a
majority, a coalition government was
formed under the leadership of
Philip Scheidemann, a moderate
socialist and democratic Germany’s
first chancellor.
Turmoil gripped German
streets and plazas during this tragic
period of the nation’s history: the
military collapse and fall of the
monarchy. Communists tried to seize
the moment by calling for a Soviet
Russian style revolution.
In Bavaria, Kurt Eisner overthrew the state government, aided by
financial support from Moscow.
Other Communist leaders then,
notably Karl Liebnecht and Rosa
Luxemberg, incited the masses to
revolt, causing street rioting across
the depressed country. Early January
of 1919, in Berlin, 200,000 communist workers and snipers had taken
over the German capitol.
It took the German militia ten
days to retake the city from the
Reds, and in so doing were forced to
use tanks, mortars, machine guns
and flame throwers. The main plotters, Liebnecht and Luxemberg were
both executed shortly afterwards.
Election results in Bavaria gave the
communists only three seats out of a
total of 180, casting Eisner’s Soviets
from state office. Eisner was assassinated soon after the election.
Members of the new federal
parliament agreed that a more tranquil setting than violent prone Berlin
would be appropriate to work on the
constitution, so they moved the government to Weimar, the city of
Goethe and Schiller, and where
Germany’s first democratic government received its name: the Weimar
Republic.
Meanwhile in Paris, the “Big
Three” Allied leaders were meeting
secretly, scheming over how to
divide the spoils of war. They were
American
President
Woodrow
Wilson, Britain’s Prime Minister

Lloyd George, and Premier
Georges
Clemenceau
of
France. During the conference,
Wilson betrayed the American
people by breaking his promise
of a “peace with no victory,”
for he sanctioned the AngloFrench secret treaties and the
official robbery of the defeated
contained in those clandestine
agreements.
In his 1917 address to
the German people when he
declared war on the their
nation, Wilson stated that he
had no quarrel with them, only
a feeling of “sympathy and
friendship,” acknowledging the
fact that it was not upon their
wishes Wilhelm II entered the
war. But in Paris, 1919,
Wilson’s kind words vanished
upon his consent to continue
the blockade of Germany. Over
the winter 1918-19, Germans
died in the hundreds of thousands from lack of food.
The disarmed German
government pleaded desperately with the Allies to at least
allow food shipments to pass
through the blockade, but the
“Big Three” refused all the
requests, that is, until a
telegram from British General
Plummer, who was stationed in
Germany, was received at one
of their negotiating sessions.
“Food must be sent to
Germany without delay,” he
wrote, “The mortality among
the women, children and sick is
most grave. Sickness due to
hunger is spreading. The attitude of the population is
becoming one of despair, and
the people feel that an end by a
bullet is preferable to death by
starvation.”
But the emergency food
to Germany was further
delayed, as Allied leaders
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sought ways to seize Germany’s
merchant marine fleet in the
process, and Clemenceau’s worries
that after paying for the food,
Germany may not have enough
gold left to give France its expected war indemnity. Eventually, the
Allies agreed upon a plan in which
each would squeeze out a profit
over the misfortune of the German
people. Britain grabbed the
German ships, France made a
handsome
profit
exchanging
German gold into francs, and
American farmers were able to sell
off their surplus harvest.
Future United States president, Herbert Hoover, was in
Europe at that time, heading a
commission for Belgian relief.
Upon seeing for himself how critical the German food shortage was,
that millions were near starvation
and additional millions of children
would be crippled from diseases,
Hoover requested the US Congress
to also aid the defeated nations.
Sadly, there was no compassion in
Washington for enemy women and
children, only a barrage of attacks
against him personally.
Hoover replied bravely to
the attacks by stating: “Americans
have been brought up not to kick a
man in the stomach after we have
licked him…we have not been
fighting women and children and
we are not beginning now.” The
Congress however, specified in its
European aid program, not one
cent be given former enemies, “old
or young.”
On May 19, 1919 the “Big
Three” finalized the peace treaty,
consisting of 200 pages and
75,000 words. It was printed up
that evening and distributed to
VIPs throughout the night. At
early dawn, when the streets of
Paris were usually deserted,

Contʼd Next page
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numerous members of the delegations who had read the treaty were
strolling aimlessly, horrified at its
harshness, and fearing of what
tragedy lay ahead for civilization.
Most of the delegates at the treaty
conference were decent and fair
minded men, but unfortunately,
their advice was seldom requested
by the: “Three all-powerful, allignorant men…sitting there carving continents with only a child to
lead them,” as described by the
British Foreign Secretary. General
Jan Smuts, a British delegate wrote
of his failed attempts to gain peace
with justice:
“Many Americans are on
my side, but are smaller fry and are
afraid of Wilson. They tell me bitter things of him. ‘Making the
world safe for democracy,’ [a
Wilson quote] I wonder whether in
this reactionary peace – the most
reactionary since Scipio Africanis
dealt with Carthage – Wilson still
hears the mute appeal of the people
to be saved from the coming war….
What a ghastly tragedy this is!”
The Allies stripped AustriaHungary and Turkey of their
empires, and forcibly incorporated
people into nations whose people
had been their natural enemies.
Germany, however, was singled out among the other central
powers for an extremely cruel punishment. The Treaty of Versailles
was a horrible work of malice
against Germany.
The Treaty of Versailles
forced Germany to accept full
responsibility for starting the war.
It demanded Wilhelm II be extradited for trial by the Allies. In addiWoodrow Wilson, who ran on a platform of
peace before WW I, punished the German
people after the war and allowed the starvation of the German people after Allied victory was attained. He shall not go down in history as a friend of the German people.
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resentatives of the Allied powers
tion:
1.
Germany must cede 70,000 were sitting, including the “Big
square miles and 6.5 million citi- Three.” Up until that moment,
zens to her neighboring countries. the Germans were still not cer( 1/6 of the nation’s best farmland, tain how the Allies intended to
1/10 of her factories and mines.) conduct the meeting. Would
2.
German rivers will be there be negotiations or a dictatinternationalized, and sovereign- ed peace? But all the uncertainty
vanished
when
Premier
ty over the Rhineland lost
3.
The German Naval Fleet Clemenceau of France gruffly
and Merchant Marine ships must proclaimed: “The hour has
be turned over to the Allies, struck for the weighty settlement
including ships flying a foreign of our account….You have asked
flag but owned by a German citi- for peace….we are resolved to
zen. And also, Germany must make use of every means in our
build new ships for the Allies for power to ensure that we obtain
five years – thus destroying every justifiable satisfaction that
German commerce and overseas is our due.”
The German delegates
trade.
were
shocked
upon reading the
4.
All of Germany’s overseas
colonies must be ceded to the terms of the treaty. Moreover,
Allies, including private property that there would be no oral negoand possessions located within the tiations. Von Brockdorf had sevGerman colonies. ( Experts have eral possible speeches among his
stated that there was no precedent papers, and reflecting on the desin any treaty of recent history for picable situation before him and
seizing private property as spoils Germany, he outraged his enemies by reading the hostile reply.
of war.)
5.
German armed forces must “We know the intensity of the
be reduced to 100,000 men, and hatred which meets us…that as
Germany cannot possess an air vanquished we shall be made to
force or submarines. Special pay and as the guilty we will be
schools to educate military offi- punished. The demand is made
cers were prohibited, and organi- that we shall acknowledge that
zations like shooting clubs were we alone are guilty of having
caused the war. Such a confesforbidden.
6.
The war indemnity a repa- sion in my mouth would be a
rations commission later assessed lie.” He denied that the Reich
The
Germany was fixed at the horren- alone was guilty.
German
people,
he
said,
were
dous amount of 132 billion gold
marks, plus 26% of the proceeds convinced throughout the war
of her exports and some other that they were in a battle of
goods. This was an impossible defense. “When you speak of
demand, reeking of slavery and guilt, think about all the hundreds of thousands of German
genocide.
7.
An Allied commission women and children who starved
would be established having the to death in the months after the
right to go anywhere in Germany, war by reason of the blockade.
at any time, to inspect any place, They were killed with cold
to make certain that the terms of deliberation, after our adversaries had conquered and victory
the treaty was being obeyed.
Although the Allies had had been assured them.”
Murmurs of anger filled
prepared the treaty in Paris, they
summoned the Germans to the room following the German’s
Versailles to receive it, out of speech. Having thought they
revenge, for Versailles had been were going to hear pleas for
the scene of Germany’s glory over mercy – instead, they heard the
France in 1871. The German dele- truth. Wilson called the Germans
gates had arrived in France in a stupid people; Lloyd George
April, and had been humiliated in broke an ivory paper knife in his
various ways by the Allies until rage; and his foreign minister
the next month, when on May 7, muttered, “beasts they were,
1919, they were taken to the beasts they are.” The Germans
Tinian Palace Hotel for the treaty were given only one copy of the
treaty, and it was a mass of cross
presentation.
Foreign Minister Ulrich references and changed paravon Brockdorf-Rantzu led the graphs. A reply was demanded
German delegation into a large within 15 days.
Once translated, the
room of the hotel, where 200 reptreaty was copied and sold on the
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American President Herbert Hoover pleaded
with Congress to help the starving German
populace after the war.

German streets. In Berlin, angry
citizens
milled
around
the
American Military Mission chanting bitterly over Wilson’s betrayal
of his Fourteen Points.
The Parliament returned to
Berlin from Weimar to discuss the
treaty,
meeting
in
Berlin
University’s
Great
Hall.
“Unacceptable!
Unacceptable!”
shouted Chancellor Scheidemann
while waving the treaty in the air.
For five hours, speeches
condemning the
treaty raged
unceasingly among the deputies.
Felix Fechenbach, leader of the
Constitutional Assembly spoke for
all Germans, declaring: “The unbelievable has happened….It means
the annihilation of the German people….It is incomprehensible that
Wilson, who had promised a world
of peace and justice upon which a
society of nations would be foundThis drawing, done in 1924 by German
artist Käthe Kollwitz, is titled "Germany's
Children Are Starving." It speaks for itself.
Her most famous pieces depict the effects
of poverty, hunger, and war on the working
class. She was deeply affected by war
reparations placed on Germany after WWI.

Page 8
SOUL OF GERMANY
Contʼd from previous page

ed, has been able to assist in
framing this project dictated
by hate.”
Germany replied by
sending the Allies a 65,000
word
counterproposal
described by Jackie Fisher,
first Lord of the Admiralty,
as the “most brilliant treaty
that victors ever imposed
upon
conquered.”
The
Germans agreed to disarm
themselves, supply France
with coal, and pay the Allies
a $25 billion war indemnity.
They suggested plebiscites
be held in the German
colonies
and
provinces
demanded to be annexed
from the Reich. As expected,
however, the Allies repudiated the German counterproposal
then
warned
Germany, that if she didn’t
accept the treaty, that on
June 24, 1919 at 6:45 am,
The Allies would attack
Germany from the West, and
Poland and Czechoslovakia
would strike from the East.
No German leader
wanted to be the one making
the final decision to accept
the Allied treaty, or the
Edikt, as it was called in
Germany. So, the government turned to Paul von
Hindenburg,
the
most
respected German of that
day. On the evening of June
16, the army chief of staff,
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General Wilhelm Groener, visited the old Field Marshal at his
residence in Hannover, and
placed the fate of the Fatherland
in his hands. Groener asked for
written instructions on the military situation as he sees it.
After spending the night pacing
up and down in his bedroom,
deliberating over what should
be done, and knowing that his
decision would be a crucial
deciding factor whether there be
peace or war, Hindenburg finally reached his decision:
“In case of a resumption
of hostilities we are militarily in
a position to reconquer, in the
east, the province of Posen and
to defend our frontier. In the
west we cannot, in view of the
numerical superiority of the
Allies and its ability to surround
us on both flanks, count on
repelling successfully a determined attack of our enemies. A
favorable outcome of our operations is therefore doubtful. But
as a soldier, I would rather perish in honor than sign a humiliating peace.”
The German republic’s
first
chancellor,
Philip
Scheidemann, resigned rather
that sign the treaty. President
Ebert then appointed Gustav
Bauer as chancellor. A heated
debate raged among the German
leaders over what ought to be
done until only hours before the
Allied ultimatum expired. In
fact, the last minutes of the last
“Big Three” meeting read that

The German Fleet in Scapa Flow, November 1918. A skeleton crew of
unarmed German sailors awaited orders to scuttle their ships. As they
floated by in lifeboats, the British Navy fired on them, killing some
and wounding many.

FOR INFO ON BECOMING A MEMBER: Steuben Society of
America, One South Ocean Avenue, Suite 217, Patchogue,
NY 11772 email: SteubenSocietyNatl@yahoo.com or call
631-730-5111

orders had already been
given for “guns to be fired.”
Der Tag. (the day),
had been a favorite toast
among German naval officers, meaning “the day”
when Germany replaces
England as ruler of the seas.
The English vindictively
used that German toast as the
title for the German navy’s
surrender document. On June
20, 1919, the German navy
was anchored in a British
harbor at Scapa Flow. It had
been held captive there since
November, awaiting the outcome of the Paris Peace
Conference. The fleet was
manned by a skeleton crew
of unarmed German sailors.
When it became known to
the admiral in command that
the Allies were going to be
given the entire German
fleet, he flew a special flag
from his ship signaling the
others to scuttle their ships.
Around noon that day,
down to the bottom of the sea
went nine battleships, five
heavy cruisers, seven light
cruisers, and fifty destroyers.
Then in that last brutal act of
a brutal war, British seamen
attacked the German sailors
in their lifeboats drifting by
the sinking ships. Enraged at
what their enemy had done,
the British opened fire on the
unarmed Germans, killing
some and wounding many.
The official signing
of the treaty took place on
June 28, at the Palace of
Versailles. Representing the
Weimar Republic was Dr.
Hermann Mueller, the secretary for foreign affairs, and
Dr. Johannes Bell, the colonial secretary. Sympathetic
members of the American
and
British
delegations
“were overcome with a sense
of shame that the ceremony
seemed to subject the
Germans to unnecessary
humiliation.”
After the treaty was
signed, Clemenceau closed
the session abruptly, and the
Germans departed from the
hall out the side door. Gun
batteries immediately began
blasting their cannons from
forts surrounding Paris to
hail the victory, and the
Allied leaders celebrated
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calendar of events
Please email your calendar items to:
SteubenNewsEditor@gmail.com 1-2 months prior to your event.
12/9 12:30 pm JP Zenger Unit Christmas Party, Oak Chalet, Bellmore
(516) 457-2687
5/21 1:00-6:00 pm Foundersʼ Day Banquet, Plattduetsche Park
Restaurant, Franklin Square, NY $100 pp inc. beer, wine,
soda; menu Choice; Strip Loin Beef, Sauerbraten,
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Butler Style Pork Loin,
Salmon,Tossed Salad, melon & black forest ham &
berries, dessert coffee included.
12/3 4:00-9:00 pm Christkindlmarket of the Bundeswehr in Reston,
VA, Attractions include arts & crafts, German food and
beverages, and mulled wine. German Armed Forces
Command, The Campus at Sunrise, 11150 Sunrise Valley
Drive, Reston, VA 20191 703-390-3100
11/24 Noon to 4:00 pm The German-American Ladies Societyʼs 37th
Christmas Bazaar/Christkindlmarkt, Luncheon & raffle,
handcrafted items, holiday decorations, baked goods &
more. Boylston Schul-Verein, 8 County Street, Rte. 109
Walpole, MA 02081www.germanclub.org

their revenge, their spoils and plunder, wallowing in the “deceitful ties of dark treaties.”
The Princip Bridge. Serbia was paid off
generously by the Allies for its role in starting
the Great War. It was enlarged into a Greater
Serbia, the new Yugoslavia, but at the expense
of Croatian, Slovenian and Bosnian liberty.
The gunman, Gavrilo Princip, the murderer of
Austrian Archduke Ferdinand - an assassination in which the Serbian government was
complicit – became glorified by Belgrade with
the naming of a bridge in his honor, located
near the scene of the assassination in Sarajevo,
perhaps the most ominous place-name in the
history of the world.
Cont’d Next Month
The stoic General von Hindenburg, the most respected man in Germany during WWI.

Have news & events youʼd like
us to promote in
Steuben News?
Please email them to:
charvey@newliving.com

