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Ericka Pasterak (L), Chairlady of the Schmitt-Vogler Unit #998 supports member
August Loschig (C) as he receives a 50-year membership pin from National
Chairman Robert Land (R) at Foundersʼ Day

Your Name:___________________________________
Address:______________________________________
Village:___________________State_____Zip:__________
All donations are tax deductible

Visit Steuben Societyʼs New YouTube Channel and watch the
September 2015 Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture
by Robert Selig entitled, “Georrg Daniel Flohr and
his Travels in America (1780-1781)”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTMiaKc-ICw
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The Steuben Society of America is
dedicated to unite men and women
of Germanic origin who share a
common interest in the positive and
continued growth of our nation as
well as the preservation of our rich
heritage. For more info:
www.steubensociety.org
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Please make check payable to Steuben Society of America
(Note: “Centennial Club”) and mail to: Steuben Society of America,
One South Ocean Ave. Suite 217, Patchogue, NY 11772
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established the Centennial Club inviting donations of $100.
Donors will be acknowledged in Steuben News.
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In anticipation of our Centennial Anniversary Celebration, we have
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE CENTENNIAL CLUB

tinue to advance our mission of, "educating the public about matters of
interest to American citizens of German descent." We do this through
our annual awards for excellence in the study of the German language
which we present to the outstanding Cadet and Midshipman at the
United States Military Academy at West Point and the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis. We also do this through the promotion
of research in the field of German-American Studies as exemplified by
our Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture Series which each year features a
different eminently respected speaker in this field of research.
Given my own keen interest in the history of Germans in
America, I recently traveled to San Antonio, Texas, to attend the 40th
Annual Symposium of the Society for German-American Studies. The
location of the symposium was quite appropriate given the strong
German presence in that part of the state.
The history of Germans in Texas goes back to the 1840's and,
over the span of years, a distinct Texas German dialect has evolved
which has become a topic of research among linguists. The history of
Germans in Texas was also widely discussed at the three days of the
symposium from April 28th to April 30th but, I did not travel to Texas
just to attend the symposium. I had a reunion planned with our brothers and sisters in New Braunfels.
Nine years ago, when I was your
National Chairman, I traveled to the city
of New Braunfels, which is about 30
miles north of San Antonio, to sow the
seeds for what was to become the Prince
Solms von Braunfels Unit, No. 1845.
THIRD CLASS
BULK RATE

The Steuben Society of America celebrated its 97th year of
existence on May 22, 2016 at the Coral House in Baldwin, NY, with a
festive luncheon honoring our Founders and our Patron. Special recognition was paid to August Loschig who is a member of the SchmittVogler Unit and was presented with a 50-year membership pin by
National Chairman Robert Land.
Past National Chairman Randall J. Ratje served as the guest
speaker and gave a very informative speech on his recent trip to Texas
to visit members of the New Braunfels Unit which he was instrumental in launching many years ago. Photos of his trip and speech are as
follows:
My dear Steuben Society Brothers and Sisters:
I am greatly honored to be the Keynote Speaker at today's Gala
Luncheon commemorating the 97th Anniversary of the Founding of
the Steuben Society of America. Ninety-seven years after our founding, I'm happy to report the state of our organization is strong. Under
the leadership of our current National Chairman, Robert Land, we con-

Steuben Society Members at Founders Day Luncheon on May 22,
2016, Coral House, Baldwin, NY

Steuben Society of America
One South Ocean Ave. Suite 217
Patchogue, NY 11772

National Council 97th Anniversary
Gala Luncheon
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Founderʼs Day contd from
front cover
Over the years, I have kept in
contact with our members in New
Braunfels in an effort to nurture
along the progress of this still fairly
new Unit. Therefore, it was only natural that, while I was in the neighborhood, I would drop by for a visit.
So, on Friday, April 29th, I
drove up to New Braunfels where I
was met by my tour guide for the
day, Brother Richie Odorfer. Brother
Richie and Sister Marianne Odorfer
deserve special recognition for their
efforts in extending their hospitality
to me during my visit. Anyone who
reads Steuben News has seen
Brother Odorfer's regular installments of The Soul of Germany
which he has been contributing to
the paper for several years now.
Given our mutual love of history, Brother Odorfer was particularly well suited to show me around the
city. New Braunfels was founded on
March 21, 1845, on Good Friday, by
Prince Carl von Solms Braunfels,
under the auspices of the Mainzer
Adelsverein, an organization of the
German nobility.
The original intent was to create an autonomous German settlement in Texas. To that end, the set(BL) Past National Chairman Randall J.
Ratje gives the keynote speech at
Founders Day and discusses his trip
to Texas; (M) Image of Prince Carl for
which the town New Braunfels, TX is
named; (BR) Prince Carlʼs chair, rifle,
knife, sword and other belongings in
the Sophienburg Museum and
Archives
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tlers scouted out the high ground where
they established a fortification named
Sophienburg, or Sophie's Fortress, which
was named after Prince Carl's bride, the
Princess Sophie. Today, the Sophienburg
Museum and Archives sits on the site of
the old fort. So, that was the first stop on
my whirlwind tour of New Braunfels.
After touring the museum, where a
docent treated us to a brief history lesson
on the founding of the city, we set out to
see more of the sights.
Our next stop was to view the
many beautiful murals that adorn the
buildings of New Braunfels depicting
scenes of settlers dressed in traditional
German Tracht dancing and engaging in,
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"Gemutlichkeit zur Ewigkeit" or,"Eternal Fellowship," as
one of the murals was entitled. Another expansive mural
entitled, "City of a Prince," depicts the original settlers
arriving in Texas under the leadership of Prince Carl.
In the upper corner of the mural there is a depiction of Schloss Braunfels, the medieval castle in Germany
where Prince Carl eventually returned to live with
Princess Sophie. Schloss Braunfels has, according to a
brochure I obtained at the Sophienburg Museum, been
family owned and occupied for the last 800 years. No
doubt, the castle provided Princess Sophie with comforts
that the Texas frontier could not. Which is why she insisted on Prince Carl coming home to her rather than her
relocating to Texas.
Although the Prince did not remain in Texas, his
duties as Commissioner-General of the Adelsverein were
taken over by Baron Ottfried von Meusebach who in
contʼd next page
Top to Bottom: “City of a Prince” Mural dedicated in
1999; Rare White Lions at New Braunfels Snake Farm
and Zoo; Spass und Gemutlichkeit Mural
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Founders Day
cont’d from previous page
1847, successfully negotiated a treaty with the Comanche Nation. This treaty allowed the German
settlers safe conduct through Comanche territory which facilitated the establishment of a second
settlement in Fredericksburg, Texas. The Native Americans referred to von Meusebach as, "El
Sol" because his red hair reminded them of the Sun.
The next stop on my tour brought me to the Canyon Dam and Resevoir where a monument has been erected by the State of Texas which reads, "in this area, now covered by Canyon
Lake, German emigrants were the first settlers. A society of nobles sponsored the emigration of
7,380 Germans to Texas from 1844 to 1847. They founded New Braunfels in 1845. Moving west,
they established Fredericksburg in 1846. Their Comanche Indian Treaty opened 3,800,000 acres
between the Liano and Colorado Rivers to peaceful settlement. Farmers and artisans, scholars
and scientists, they triumphed over epidemic
and privation to help build Texas and the
West."
After having soaked up most of the
city's historic sites, I was reminded that New
Braunfels also features family friendly tourist
attractions such as the Schlitterbahn, which
claims to be the, "Worlds Best Water Park."
After lunch at Uwe's German Bakery and Deli
we also toured the local Snake Farm and Zoo.
We arrived just in time to see the feeding of
two rare White Lions who are on loan to the
zoo as part of a breeding program designed to
eventually return these endangered animals to
the wilds of Africa. After a brief stopover at the
Odorfer residence, it was time for a delicious
dinner at the Alpine Haus. Brother Odorfer
opined to me that this restaurant offers the best
German cuisine in the area, including San
Antonio and Austin.
At dinner, I had the pleasure of being
joined by over a dozen leading members of the
New Braunfels Unit who welcomed me with
warm Texan hospitality. You'll be happy to
know that the New Braunfels Unit is thriving.
They have a strong relationship with the local
parochial schools. Each year they make and
distribute about 100 Schultueten, horns of
plenty filled with goodies, that are traditionally given to German First Graders on their first
day of school.
The Unit also works hard to preserve
the local German-American history. To that
end, representatives of the New Braunfels Unit
traveled to Lawton, Oklahoma, to present a
plaque to the Comanche Nation in recognition
of the historic treaty of 1847. This is the only
treaty between Whites and Native Americans
that was never broken by either side.
We should take pride in the dedication
and hard work of our brothers and sisters in
New Braunfels. If we all work with similar
enthusiasm the Steuben Society should continue to thrive for many years to come. Thank
you for listening. Please enjoy the rest of the
day!

Sister Ilse Hoffmann is looking for
someone to adopt her tuxedo cat
Ollie. Ollie loves to sit in peopleʼs
laps and enjoys his canned,
shredded cat food. Please consider
giving Ollie a loving
home in order to help
Sister Hoffmann.
Contact: Christine,
Steuben News editor
at: 631-294-0256
asap.

Top 3 photos at Founders’ Day: National Chairman Robert
Land and First Lady Elyse Land; Anniversary Cake;
Steubenites dancing; Texas Pioneers Plaque; Left two photos:
German Influence in San Antonio, Texas
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The Life of Goethe
Johann Wolfgang (von) Goethe
(28 August 1749 - 22 March 1832) was
a German writer and statesman. His
body of work includes epic and lyric
poetry written in a variety of metres and
styles, prose and verse dramas, memoirs,
an autobiography, treatises on botany,
anatomy, and color and four novels. In
addition, numerous literary and scientific fragments, more than 10,000 letters,
and nearly 3,000 drawings by him exist.
A literary celebrity by the age of 25,
Goethe was ennobled by the Duke of
Saxe-Weimar, Karl August in 1782 after
first taking up residence there in
November 1775 following the success
of his first novel, The Sorrows of Young
Werther.
He was an early participant in
the Sturm und Drang literary movement.
During his first ten years in Weimar,
Goethe served as a member of the
Duke's privy council, sat on the war and
highway commissions, oversaw the
reopening of silver mines in nearby
Ilmenau, and implemented a series of
administrative reforms at the University
of Jena. He also contributed to the planning of Weimar's botanical park and the
rebuilding of its Ducal Palace, which in
1998 were together designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
His first major scientific work,
the Metamorphosis of Plants, was published after he returned from a 1788 tour
of Italy. In 1791, he was made managing
director of the theatre at Weimar, and in
1794, he began a friendship with the
dramatist, historian, and philosopher
Friedrich Schiller, whose plays he premiered until Schiller's death in 1805.
During this period, Goethe published his
second novel, Wilhelm Meister's
Apprenticeship, the verse epic Hermann
and Dorothea, and, in 1808, the first part
of his most celebrated drama, Faust. His
conversations and various common
undertakings throughout the 1790s with
Schiller, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Johann
Gottfried Herder, Alexander von
Humboldt, Wilhelm von Humboldt, and
August and Friedrich Schlegel have, in
later years, been collectively termed
Weimar Classicism.
There are frequent references to
Goethe's writings throughout the works
of Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel,
Arthur
Schopenhauer,
Søren
Kierkegaard, Friedrich Nietzsche,
Oswald Spengler, Hermann Hesse,
Thomas Mann, Sigmund Freud, and
Carl Jung. Goethe's poems were set to
music throughout the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries by a number of
composers,
including
Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van
Beethoven, Franz Schubert, Robert
Schumann, Johannes Brahms, Charles
Gounod, Richard Wagner, Hugo Wolf,
Felix Mendelssohn, Hector Berlioz,
Gustav Mahler, and Jules Massenet.
Goethe's father, Johann Caspar
Goethe and private tutors gave Goethe
lessons in all the common subjects of
their time, especially languages (Latin,
Greek, French, Italian, English and

Hebrew). Goethe also received lessons in
dancing, riding and fencing. Johann
Caspar, feeling frustrated in his own
ambitions, was determined that his children should have all those advantages
that he had not.
His great passion was drawing.
Goethe quickly became interested in literature; Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock and
Homer were among his early favorites.
He had a lively devotion to theatre as
well and was greatly fascinated by puppet shows that were annually arranged in
his home; a familiar theme in Wilhelm
Meister's Apprenticeship.
He also took great pleasure in
reading from the great works about history and religion. He writes about this period:
I had from childhood the singular habit of always learning by heart the
beginnings of books, and the divisions of
a work, first of the five books of Moses,
and then of the 'Aeneid' and Ovid's
'Metamorphoses'... If an ever busy imagination, of which that tale may bear witness, led me hither and thither, if the
medley of fable and history, mythology
and religion, threatened to bewilder me,
I readily fled to those oriental regions,
plunged into the first books of Moses,
and there, amid the scattered shepherd
tribes, found myself at once in the greatest solitude and the greatest society.
Goethe studied law at Leipzig
University from 1765 to 1768. He detested learning age-old judicial rules by
heart, preferring instead to attend the
poetry lessons of Christian Fürchtegott
Gellert. In Leipzig, Goethe fell in love
with Anna Katharina Schönkopf and
wrote cheerful verses about her in the
Rococo genre. In 1770, he anonymously
released Annette, his first collection of
poems.
In Alsace, Goethe blossomed.
No other landscape has he described as
affectionately as the warm, wide Rhine
area. In Strasbourg, Goethe met Johann
Gottfried Herder. The two became close
friends, and crucially to Goethe's intellectual development, Herder kindled his
interest in Shakespeare, Ossian and in the
notion of Volkspoesie (folk poetry).
At the end of August 1771,
Goethe acquired the academic degree of
the Lizenziat (Licentia docendi) in
Frankfurt and established a small legal
practice. Although in his academic work
he had expressed the ambition to make
jurisprudence
progressively
more
humane, his inexperience led him to proceed too vigorously in his first cases, and
he was reprimanded and lost further
ones. This prematurely terminated his
career as a lawyer after only a few
months. At this time, Goethe was
acquainted with the court of Darmstadt,
where his inventiveness was praised.
From this milieu came Johann Georg
Schlosser (who was later to become his
brother-in-law) and Johann Heinrich
Merck. Goethe also pursued literary
plans again; this time, his father did not
have anything against it, and even
helped. Goethe obtained a copy of the

biography of a noble highwayman from
the German Peasants' War. In a couple of
weeks the biography was reworked into
a colorful drama. Entitled Götz von
Berlichingen, the work went directly to
the heart of Goethe's contemporaries.
Goethe could not subsist on
being one of the editors of a literary periodical (published by Schlosser and
Merck). In May 1772 he once more
began the practice of law at Wetzlar. In
1774 he wrote the book which would
bring him worldwide fame, The Sorrows
of Young Werther. The outer shape of the
work's plot is widely taken over from
what Goethe experienced during his
Wetzlar time with Charlotte Buff (17531828) and her fiancé, Johann Christian
Kestner (1741-1800), as well as from the
suicide of the author's friend Karl
Wilhelm
Jerusalem
(1747-1772).
Despite the immense success of Werther,
it did not bring Goethe much financial
gain because copyright laws at the time
were essentially nonexistent. In later
years Goethe would bypass this problem
by periodically authorizing "new,
revised" editions of his Complete Works.
In 1775, Goethe was invited, on
the strength of his fame as the author of
The Sorrows of Young Werther, to the
court of Carl August, Duke of SaxeWeimar-Eisenach, who would become
Grand Duke in 1815. The Duke at the
time was 18 years of age, to Goethe's 26.
Goethe thus went to live in Weimar,
where he remained for the rest of his life
and where, over the course of many
years, he held a succession of offices,
becoming the Duke's chief adviser.
In 1776, Goethe formed a close
relationship to Charlotte von Stein, an
older, married woman. The intimate
bond with Frau von Stein lasted for ten
years, after which Goethe abruptly left
for Italy without giving his companion
any notice. She was emotionally distraught at the time, but they were eventually reconciled.
Goethe, aside from official
duties, was also a friend and confidant to
the Duke, and participated fully in the
activities of the court. For Goethe, his
first ten years at Weimar could well be
described as a garnering of a degree and
range of experience which perhaps could
be achieved in no other way. In 1779,
Goethe took on the War Commission of
the Grand Duchy of Saxe-Weimar, in
addition to the Mines and Highways
commissions. In 1782, when the chancellor of the Duchy's Exchequer left his
office, Goethe agreed to act in his place
for two and a half years; this post virtually made him prime minister and the
principal representative of the Duchy.
Goethe was ennobled in 1782 adding the
"von" to his name.
As head of the Saxe-Weimar
War Commission, Goethe engaged in
human trafficking, negotiating the forced
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sale of vagabonds, criminals, and political dissidents into both the Prussian and
British military during the American
Revolution. Though some other German
principalities also engaged in such practices, Goethe's active participation in
both a mercenary slave trade, and one
that sent subjects to fight against the
American War of Independence, contradicted the writer's humanist literary reputation, a stance criticized by various
German intellectual contemporaries.
Goethe's participation in such human
rights abuses contrasted markedly with
his later praise for the Founding Fathers,
after the Revolution's success, in his
autobiography, Aus meinem Leben:
Dichtung und Wahrheit
Goethe's poetic work served as a
model for an entire movement in
German poetry termed Innerlichkeit
("introversion") and represented by, for
example, Heine. Goethe's words inspired
a number of compositions by, among
others, Mozart, Beethoven (who idolised
Goethe), Schubert, Berlioz and Wolf.
Perhaps the single most influential piece
is "Mignon's Song" which opens with
one of the most famous lines in German
poetry, an allusion to Italy: "Kennst du
das Land, wo die Zitronen blühn?" ("Do
you know the land where the lemon trees
bloom?").
He is also widely quoted.
Epigrams such as "Against criticism a
man can neither protest nor defend himself; he must act in spite of it, and then it
will gradually yield to him", "Divide and
rule, a sound motto; unite and lead, a better one", and "Enjoy when you can, and
endure when you must", are still in usage
or are often paraphrased. Lines from
Faust, such as "Das also war des Pudels
Kern", "Das ist der Weisheit letzter
Schluss", or "Grau ist alle Theorie" have
entered everyday German usage.
It may be taken as another measure of Goethe's fame that other wellknown quotations are often incorrectly
attributed to him, such as Hippocrates'
"Art is long, life is short", which is found
in Goethe's Faust ("Art is something so
Interested in writing for
long to be learned, and life is so short!")
The Steuben News?
and Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship.
Submit your article to the editor
Excerpted and edited from
charvey@newliving.com
wikipedia.org
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Chairman’s Message:
Dear Steuben Brothers and Sisters,
With Summer here, we look forward to nice weather,
vacations, barbecues and picnics. It’s also a time for planning the busiest time of the year for the German-American
Community.
The 97th Anniversary of the Steuben Society was celebrated on May 22, 2016 at the Coral House in Baldwin,
NY. I thank all of you for your support in making this event
a success. I also appreciate the effort that members made
in coming from Florida, Albany and Poughkeepsie.
I especially thank Past National Chairman Randy Ratje for being our
main speaker at this event. He gave an interesting presentation on his recent
visit to Texas. He was guided around the area by Unit 1845 Treasurer Richie
Odorfer. Richie and the other members of the New Braunfels Unit 1845 extended Randy their hospitality which he was thankful for.
On September 17, 2016, the Steuben-American Parade will take place
on Fifth Ave in New York City. There will be a mass in the morning at St.
Patrick's Cathedral. The Steuben Society Float will lead the parade as usual.
Pete Stubben will be representing us as General Von Steuben and Larry Rugen
will be portraying George Washington. I thank these dedicated members for
taking part in the parade. Oktoberfest celebrations get more popular each year
starting in September and running through the end of October. I am sure that
many of you will be attending one or more Oktoberfests this year.
A special note to members at large. If you are interested in setting up a
unit in your area, the National Council would be happy to guide you. You can
contact the National Steuben Office at 631-730-5111 with any questions. I am
wishing you all a safe and wonderful Summer Season!
Fraternally yours,
Bob Land

Steuben Society Member Ralph Cirulli Passes Away
by Ilse Hoffmann

Our MAL, Brother Ralph B. Cirulli, 93, a resident of Port Chester died
May 28, 2016. He was born in the small town of Schiavi D’Abruzzo, Italy on
May 13, 1923 to the late Pietro and Nicolina Porfilio Cirulli. He came to the US
at the age of seven. He had many talents, including drawing and music. Ralph
served in the US Military twice-once during W.W. II in the Army and again during the Korean War as a military band member at March Field Air Force Base in
California. He played the saxophone, percussion, and the B flat baritone horn.
After returning from the service, he formed the Port Chester American
Legion Band which played all over Westchester County and further afield for
many years. Ralph also had a construction company and put his artistic talent
to good use in creative, beautiful home renovations. Ralph B. Cirulli is survived
by his beloved wife, Marsha, his brother Domenick P. Cirulli, his four loving
children from his first marriage, Dr. Richard R. Cirulli, Ph.D., Dr. Christopher
Cirulli, M.D., Lisa (Cirulli) Jeleneck and husband Matt, Ralph E. Cirulli, and 10
loving grandchildren: A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Friday June 3,
2016, at Corpus Christi Church 136 South Regent St. Port Chester, NY.
Interment was private. Memorial donations may be made to the Corpus Christi
Church.
Ralph had a deep love for his family. We came to know him as a truly
patriotic American with an appreciation for his cultural heritage and for that of
The National Council Steuben Society Award for excellence in German is
one of the oldest awards presented at West Point, having been established in 1936. Our award is a cross saber mounted and framed for display and is coveted by all the cadets. It was my distinct pleasure to present the 2016 award on behalf of the Steuben Society. This yearʼs recipient, Cadet Darien Vaughn resides in Madison, NH. After graduation and a
trip to Austria, he will be married. In July, he will report for his first duty
assignment as a Second Lieutenant. We congratulate him and wish him
the best of success! Carol Anne Fischer, Chairlady, Poughkeepsie Unit
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The purpose of the Steuben Society of America is to educate the public about matters of interest to
American citizens of German descent and their families, to encourage their participation in civic
affairs and to perpetuate and enhance the understanding of the contributions made by such
citizens to the development of the United States
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Germany. He adored his second wife
Marsha, a German-American lady, an
organist and a singer, and eventually a
Steuben Society Sister, who gave Ralph
an entrée as an Associate member. He
served the Blenker-Schmid Unit No
925, in many capacities.
As Steuben News reported at
the time, Brother Cirulli introduced our
members to Father Peter Rinaldi ,an
expert on the history of The Shroud of
Lourdes; (Father Rinaldi died in 1993,
s
e
e
http://www.nytimes.com/1993/03/05/ob
ituaries/rev-peter-rinaldi-82-shroud-ofturin-expert.html). Ralph was a staunch
supporter of our German language
Christmas Services and Sister Marsha
often participated in these with her
soprano voice. Many Steubenites will
recall that Marsha also sings for us at
our Wartburg Memorial Services in
Mount Vernon.
We actually got to meet Ralph
B. Cirulli by way of letters to the editor
about German-American Day we had
both written to our local newspaper in
1987.
Telephone contact brought us
together and we became friends. In
1991, Brother Ralph did a masterful job
in building a new kitchen for our family.

Ralph also became a dear friend to many
members of the Lutheran congregation
St Matthews. He will ever be remembered as the craftsman who helped our
congressional committee place a cross
on the A frame roof of the church edifice on Mamaroneck Avenue. His devotion to the project and to our congregation earned him the title "Saint Ralph,"
His abiding faith was evident in his
ardent lecturing on the Right to Life and
in many other deeds. Expressing condolences to Marsha and the Cirulli family,
we will keep Brother Cirulli in our
hearts and minds. May he rest in peace.
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BREMERVOERDER
CHORUS HONORS
ELSIE BULGRIN
by Barbara Schmidt

On May 1, 2016 the
chorus presented their
annual concert which benefits the Plattduetsche
Retirement Home in the
newly refurbished ‘Blue
Room’ of the Plattduetsche
George Glotzbach named as New Ulm Tourism Park Restaurant conducted
Person of the Year
by their beloved director,
the
Rev.
Robert
Glotzbach Tourism Person of Year
The New Ulm Convention & Sonnenberg and accompanied by the
Visitors Bureau (CVB), a part of the brilliant Ivy Adrian who thrilled the
New Ulm Area Chamber of audience to a chorus of ‘bravos’ with
Commerce, is pleased to announce her incredibly executed solo.
The room was full of an enthuthat George Glotzbach has been
named 2016 New Ulm Tourism siastic audience and all the songs were
Person of the Year. The award is well received. The program included
designed to honor an individual, cou- many favorite folk songs, a few popuple or organization who have made a lar numbers, operetta and a finale of a
significant and long-term contribu- classic Strauss waltz written by
tion to the economic health of New Johann’s talented brother Joseph.
After the finale came the high
Ulm through their involvement in the
field of tourism by attracting travel- point—presentations, starting with a
25-year pin from the Nordestlicher
ers to visit and explore New Ulm.
George’s
contributions Saengebund to Rolf Mahler. The guest
include his work with the Chamber of honor, President Emeritus Elsie
(Greeter and Tour Guide), the Wanda Bulgrin, received a certificate of appreGag House, Hermann Monument ciation for her 12 years of service from
Society and Brown County Historical the current president Helga de Szalay
Society. George often dresses the part and Vice President Fred Kunzmann.
in lederhosen and he loves to speak She also received a gift presented with
German to visitors. The New Ulm much affection and respect from the
CVB would like to extend congratu- individual members of the chorus.
There were bouquets for
lations to George and thank him for
President.
Helga, the brilliant Ivy
all he does to promote New Ulm
Adrian and of course for President
tourism.
Emeritus Elsie Bulgrin. The assembled
audience and chorus then closed the
concert with a heartfelt ‘God Bless
If you havenʼt paid your America’ featuring Fred Kunzmann.

membership dues and
you would still like to
receive Steuben News,
please mail in your dues
by August 1, 2016.
If you have questions,
call the office at:
631-730-5111

Soul of Germany:
Chapter XV

Cont’d from Last Month
by Richie Odorfer
The Great War: Propaganda
England and France introduced
a most evil weapon into the war, propaganda, a program of mis-information
and lies for the purpose of stirring up
ethnic hatred. The main objectives of
Bremervoerder Chorus Honors Elsie this sinister British government office
was:
Bulgrin
1.
Entice the United States of
America into the war against Germany.
2.
Eliminate all opposition to the
war at home.
3.
Foster false promises of benevolence to the German people if they
surrender.
4.
Break down the morale of the
German fighting man.
England allegedly purchased
one hundred U.S. newspapers after
1914, just for the purpose of spreading
anti-Germanism among Americans.
When the British Admiralty ordered

the Atlantic cable cut that connected Germany and the United
States,
only communication
from the British cable would be
received in America. The AngloFrench propaganda war was conducted voraciously. Their lies
commenced as soon as Berlin
invaded Belgium. German soldiers were accused of committing
the most outrageous atrocities,
such as bayoneting children and
stacking the heads of babies on
their swords, etc.
American
newspapers
bombarded their readers daily
with the awful lies they received
from false British war reports.
Germany’s Foreign Office carelessly failed to respond effectively to the propaganda, assuming
that only fools could be so
gullible to take such nonsense
seriously. Germans believed this
new British art of war, propaganda, was a cowardly thing and up
until the 1930s it was not a
German art.
In August 1914, German
troops marched through Belgium
to challenge the French and
British forces. The Russians, in
an offensive unique in her history
for swiftness, overwhelmed the
German force on the eastern front
that anticipated a slow military
response from Moscow. To prevent the Russians from conquering East Prussia, von Moltke was
forced to redeploy seven divisions from the West to the crumbling eastern front. Then, when
an additional four divisions had
to be diverted from the invasion
into France, Germany’s great
offensive towards Paris failed.
Surveying the dangerous
Russian invasion, Emperor
Wilhelm II activated Germany’s
military expert on Russia out of
retirement, Paul von Hindenburg,
age 67. The old soldier was
rushed eastward to take command and stop the Russian breakthrough into Germany. Upon
arrival at army headquarters in
Muehlhausen, Hindenburg was
briefed on the grave situation:
two massive Russian armies, the
Vilna and the Warsaw were
poised for a deep penetration into
eastern Germany. There was
hope, however, for intelligence
reports provided Hindenburg,
indicated that the Russians had
poor communication between
their armies, and were not aware
how greatly they outnumbered
the Germans.
A daring plan was then
executed by Hindenburg and his
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assistant, General Erich von
Ludendorf:
Some cavalry were left to
baffle the Vilna army, while all of
Hindenburg’s divisions attacked the
Warsaw army, led by General
Samsonov. The Battle of Tannenburg
began on August 26, continuing until
August 30th. The Germans were able
to surround then destroy the Warsaw
army, causing Samsonov to shoot
himself. Hindenburg went on to
drive the Vilna army from German
soil by mid-September. This astonishing victory brought Hindenburg
world-wide fame. Russia lost
250,000 men at Tannenburg, plus a
huge supply of war material. The
enormity of Russia’s defeat at
Tannenburg fostered German spirits
that a total victory in the East was
possible.
In September 1914, the
Anglo-French armies counterattacked the weakened German
advance in a two week combat called
the Battle of the Marne. Chief von
Moltke lost all hope, then overestimating the enemy’s strength ordered
a retreat, thus abrogating the
Schlieffen Plan, and any throught of
a quick and successful end to the
war. Moltke was then replaced by
Erich von Falkenhayn as Chief of
Staff.
In October 1914, Russia
completed its mobilization. The Czar
then sent seven armies against
Germany. Fortunately for the
Empire, the massive Russian operation was carried out in a disorganized manner. On the other hand,
Hindenburg led brilliantly, exploiting Germany’s superior railroad network, which enabled him to change
an apparently hopeless situation into
a victory, despite his vast numerical
inferiority. The Czar’s armies were
stopped cold as fresh German troops
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were railed from battle to battle,
evening the odds as much as possible.
By December of 1914, the Russians
had been driven back to eastern
“Poland.”
In November 1914 the western
front stabilized this month into a
trench line 600 miles long, extending
from Belgium to Switzerland. The
Germans still occupied Belgium and
10% of French territory. Only occasional advances and retreats would
take place on this front, as the combatants dug in on both sides, heavily
fortifying their defensive positions.
To the German Nation
“A war requires enormous
sacrifices of blood and property from
the German people, but we will show
our adversaries what it means to
attack Germany, and now I commend
you to God. Go to church. Kneel
down before God and ask Him for
help for our brave army and navy.
-Emperor Wilhelm II, 1914
Chapter XVI
Two immensely armed camps
in Europe were at war with each other
in 1915, and as the fighting spread to
other continents this deadly struggle
came to be known as the Great War.
Germany and her coalition of AustriaHungary, Turkey and Bulgaria mobilized 23 million men and were called
the Central Powers. The British and
French Empires, along with Russia,
Serbia, Portugal, Italy, Japan, and
many others, were called the Allies,
and would mobilize 42 million men.
The Germans had fallen into a trap
that Bismarck feared most – enemies
on all sides – and tragically for the
Reich, Wilhelm II was no Friedrich
the Great.
Terrible new weapons were
then introduced to warfare. Germany
used poison gas first on the western
Wilhelm Kaiser II
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front, and the Allies quickly followed suit. Britain showed off her
new invention, the tank. Automatic
weapons had been modernized into
tools of mass murder; flame throwers burned people to death; and hand
grenades blew them up.
Meanwhile in the Balkans,
where the war originally started, the
Serbs had driven the Austrians back
to the border, for the Serbian front
lost its importance to Vienna once
Russia invaded Austria-Hungary.
But with German help, the army of
Franz Josef was able to push her
eastern battle- line into Russian territory. In the fall of 1915, the Central
Powers settled their account with
Serbia, overwhelming the small hostile state. Then in a hasty effort to
save the Serbs, England invaded
neutral Greece to reach the Serbs –
committing a violation of neutrality,
a crime that London went to war
against Germany the year before
over Belgium. King Constantine of
Greece and his general staff resisted
the Allies, and refused British offers
of Turkish lands as spoils for Greece
entry in the war against the Central
Powers. The Allies then deposed the
Greek king, and replaced him with a
puppet ruler who brought Greece
into the war on the Allied side.
The war at sea. Because of
her enemies’ huge superiority in
numbers of ships, the main German
fleet had been forced to remain in
anchorage at Kiel, Hamburg, and
Bremen. So the German Admiralty
limited its actions to sorties on targets along the British coast.
However, right at the outset of war,
Wilhelm II’s East Asiatic Squadron
played havoc with Allied ships in the
Pacific and South Atlantic oceans.
Admiral Graf von Spee led the
squadron. It was composed of only
six cruisers, yet this small unit
inflicted sensational devastation on
the Allied navies. At the November
1, 1914 Battle of Coronel, the
squadron scored a major victory
over a special British force that had
been sent out to hunt it down.
Emperor Wilhelm II proudly granted
Admiral von Spee the honor of
awarding 300 Iron Crosses to
deserving members of the three
ships that were involved in the battle. In London, meanwhile, Winston
Churchill, upon hearing of the
British disaster, determined to work
out a plan for destroying Spee’s
squadron. Churchill’s plan gave “for
the first time one British admiral
command of one-half the British
world.” While on the attack off the
Falkland Islands in December 1914,
and with the squadron reduced to
five cruisers, Admiral von Spee

became faced with an awesome
and unexpected British armada: six
enemy ships with guns twice as
large as the Germans had, in addition to being faster vessels.
Not even German courage
could match the impossible odds.
As the enemy ships sailed in for
the slaughter, bugles and drums
were sounded, calling the 2,500
officers and men of the
Scharnhorst, Gneisnau, Leipzig,
Dresden and Nurnberg to their
battle stations. Farewells were said
among the men to their closest
comrades. The Scharnhorst was
first to be sunk, and with her was
Admiral von Spee, whose two
sons, Heinrich and Otto, also went
down with their ships. Only the
Dresden was able to escape
destruction and escape. Fighting
bravely to the end, only 32 officers
and 150 sailors survived the sinking’s of the four ships. The last
minutes aboard the Gneisenau:
“Rubble and broken equipment was everywhere on deck. The
men were moving to the port side
of the ship, the starboard side
sinking all the time. Others were
climbing out of gaping holes, coal
blackened men like so many prehistoric men emerging from their
hillside caves. But there was no
panic. Everyone was quiet and disciplined. The officers stood near
the bulwarks handing out spars and
hammocks and buoys to help the
men to save themselves. From the
bridge the captain called for the
attention of the crew – even as
three warships bore in from three
sides firing as they came.
‘His Majesty the Emperor,’
Captain Maerker shouted.
‘Hoch! Hoch! Hoch! replied the
men. ‘Our good and brave
Gneisenau,’ he shouted
The crew began singing,
although it was hard for one to
hear another above the sound of
the British guns: Deutschland,
Deutschland uber alles, uber alles
in der Welt…”
The Gneuisenau kept firing
her guns until minutes before she
began to heel over. It was only then
that her captain ordered the men
overboard. ‘Almost immediately
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the sea birds set about seeking prey.
They swooped down on the men
clinging to floating debris or each
other to pluck at the eyes of the dead
and dying. The men defended themselves as best they could with clubs
and fists.”
The Italian campaign against
Austria-Hungary was dismal, for none
of Rome’s offenses amounted to
much, despite Italy’s heavy losses:
500,000 men in 1916 alone. In the
Middle East, Germany’s ally, Turkey,
was witnessing its Ottoman Empire
being whittled away by the AngloFrench forces and Arab volunteers
who were promised independence for
siding with the Allies against the
Turks. London also promised the
Jews of the world a homeland in
Palestine if they could influence their
countrymen to enter the war on the
Allied side - both Anglo-French
promises were eventually broken.
In February 1916, Germany
launched an all out offensive against
French positions along the western
front, employing methodical hammerstrokes combined with calculated
attacks having limited area objectives.
Generalissimo Erich von Falkenhayn
ordered this offensive called the
Battle of Verdun. Its objective was to
drain France of its strength and knock
her out of the war. By June, the
French army had become exhausted
and were falling back as planned.
England then took over the major
responsibility of the front, and
launched an offensive of there own,
the Battle of the Somme. But the
British action not only failed, it turned
into a disaster. In just one day of
fighting, 60,000 soldiers fell before
German machine guns – the heaviest
day’s casualties in British army history. German officers from then on
described the British army as: “Lions
led by asses.” Over a million German
and Allied men had been killed during
the battles of Verdun and the Somme.
In the summer of 1916,
Emperor Wilhelm II and the German
people were anxious for peace. So,
the Kaiser, as he was referred to at
that time, sent a secret memo to
Woodrow Wilson, requesting the
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American president to try and
mediate an end to the war.
What the German and
American people did not know
then, was that some peace loving influential Americans had
already made contact with the
Allies, but had uncovered a
reluctance by London and
Paris to end the bloodshed. For
the Allies, only a complete victory was acceptable, because
their secret treaty commitments could not be fulfilled
with a just peace. When
Wilhelm II asked the Allied
leaders to at least stop the
killing on Christmas, they
refused him. Yet, along the
western front, on the war’s
first Christmas in 1914, an
unprecedented event occurred:
German and British soldiers on
both sides of the battle line left
their guns in the trenches and
socialized in the “no man’s
land,” singing carols, sharing
their rations and they even
played a soccer game. Upon
hearing of this event, the
British leaders were furious
and punished those in charge.
Since 1914, both sides
deployed the main body of
their armies in deep trenches
that ran for miles along the
western front. Usually, army
headquarters were located in
towns so far from the trench
line, that the generals directing
operations were ignorant of the
weather and physical conditions of the battlegrounds.
Consequently, there were times
when the high command called
for an offensive in an area that
just received a heavy rain,
which made the fields a sea of
mud. Attacking soldiers would
get bogged down in the mud
making them easy targets for
the enemy machine gunners.
When the infantrymen attacked
an enemy trench, they had to
first crawl up from the trenches over parapets, then lay down
in front of jump-off tapes. Here
they would remain to await
their officer’s zero hour whistles, exposed to enemy bombs
exploding shrapnel all around
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them. Once the whistles sounded,
the soldiers ran the best they could
through apron upon apron of thick
barbed wire to get at their adversaries, as pulsating machine gun
fire constantly thinned out the
advancing line. A gain of 700
yards might have cost the lives of
thousands of men.
“The western front had
become an endless inferno, a
weird, grimy life unlike anything
in the upbringing of the fighters….There were a few poignant
reminders of prewar days – the
birds that caroled over the lunar
landscape each gray, watery
dawn; the big yellow poplar
forests behind the front – but most
sound and color was unearthly.
Overhead, shells warbled endlessly; below, bullets cracked and ricochets sang with an iron
ring….Arriving draftees were
shipped up in cattle cars and
marched over buckboard to their
new home in the earth, where
everything revolved around the
trench – you had a trench knife, a
trench cane, a rod-shaped trench
periscope and if you were
unlucky, trench foot, trench
mouth, or trench fever.”
Beginning in 1915, Britain
concentrated on making the naval
blockade of Germany impregnable, thus not only hurting the
latter’s war effort, but its inclusion of foodstuffs as contraband
was damaging the health of the
German people, for the Germans
had always been a large importer
of food. Wilhelm II countered
London’s cruel blockade by
approving a brutal submarine war,
designating the waters around
Great Britain a war zone. London
protested vainly that the submarine war was a violation of international law, just as Berlin had
earlier accused England of violating the law by blocking food
bound for German women and
children.
U-Boat
Commander
Lothar von Arnould de la Periere
performed the greatest feat of
arms ever achieved by a submariner when, between July 26
and August 20, 1916 he sunk 54
allied ships totaling 91,500 tons,
expending 900 shells and only
four torpedoes. By the end of the
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war, he accounted for more
than 200 vessels totaling nearly half a million tons.
Throughout his career Arnould
adhered to the strictest code of
naval chivalry. “We stopped
ships,” he explained, “the
crews took to the boats. We
examined the ship’s papers,
gave instructions to the nearest
land and then sunk the captured prize.” In August of
1914, Germany had only 20
submarines, even though it led
the world in submarine technology. But by 1918, Germany
had built 345 U-boats that sank
over 5000 British ships totaling eleven million tons of
cargo. Britain, however, owned
half the merchant ships in the
world then, so she could
absorb that mighty loss.
In May of 1916,
Admiral Reinhard Scheer
sailed out into the North Sea at
the head of the German fleet,
planning to seek and destroy a
unit of the British navy. If
Scheer’s sortie proved a success, the plan would be executed again and again between the
Royal navy and their own. But
London
intercepted
the
German communications, discovering Scheer’s operation.
All available Allied ships were
then dispatched against the
German armada that was found
sailing in the waters off the
Danish coast near Jutland, and
on May 16, 1916, the largest
naval battle in history took
place.
Bombardments and torpedo attacks raged for hours as
Scheer ordered a 180 degree
turn for all his ships, which
was brilliantly performed.
Then in a magnificent display
of seamanship, the German
ships were able to elude the
British force and return safely
back at their anchorages in
Germany. Both sides claimed
victory, but results of the battle
indicated that Britain had lost
the most men: 6,274 compared
to 2,545 for the Germans.
About six warships and numerous torpedo craft on each side
were destroyed.
The last buccaneer,
Count Felix Luckner, was one
the most exceptional personalities coming out of the war’s
naval action. He commanded
the sailing ship Seeadler, and
in 1916, broke through the
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British blockade into the open sea. Luckner and
his crew were the last “state approved,” buccaneers, for they waged their war exclusively under
sail. The Seeadler seized 14 enemy merchant vessels in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, confiscating valuable cargoes. Luckner’s sailors achieved
their successes without a single loss of life,
because they didn’t fire live ammunition. Verbal
threats and clever strategies were employed to
subdue the enemy, thus no one had to mourn for a
husband, father, or son on Luckner’s account. The
legendary voyage of the Seeadler ended in the
Society Islands in 1917, after 25,00 nautical
miles, the result of a tidal wave, which hurled the
ship against a reef – smashing it to bits. Luckner
survived the war. In the 1920s, he traveled around
the world on a goodwill tour for Germany, receiving honors from the cities he visited.
In November 1916, Woodrow Wilson was
reelected President of the United States on the
platform: “The man who kept us out of war.” In
January 1917, Wilson acknowledged the wishes
of most Americans by announcing a noble plan to
end the war – “A peace without victory.” It consisted of 14 points, such as prohibiting secret
treaties, that all ethnic groups be kept together and
not become spoils of war. His favorite point was
to set up a league of nations to keep the world at
peace. This all sounded good, but tragically for
the world, while Wilson was preaching peace in
Washington D.C., his close staff was in London
scheming with the Allies on how to involve
America on their side in the fighting.
Meanwhile on the German homefront, by
1917, three years of war had depleted the German
treasury, destroyed her commerce, and thousands
of people across the Reich were on a starvation
diet because of England’s food blockade. The
German army then was down to drafting fifteen
year-olds. England and France had early in the
war began borrowing money from American
banks to finance their war effort although it was
illegal for the U.S. banks to lend the money to a
belligerent, for America was officially neutral in
the conflict. Germany, on the other hand financed
its war effort internally.
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