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Erick Kurz Memorial Lecture: Dr. Selig holding plaque is surrounded by the Kurz family and
Sister Ilse Hoffmann (far right)

The Steuben Society of America is
dedicated to unite men and women
of Germanic origin who share a
common interest in the positive and
continued growth of our nation as
well as the preservation of our rich
heritage. For more info:
www.steubensociety.org
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Local History
Steuben Sister Kathy Jolowycz, a native New Yorker and Yorkville/Klein
Deutschland Historian, has over many years assembled a photo exhibit that recalls
the history of the by-gone Yorkville years. Truly, this is a labor of love and a gift to
all who have memories of ever having lived there or at least visited. In the context
of the German-American Friendship Weeks, on September 9th, the Kolping Society,
Schaller & Weber, as well as Heidelberg Restaurant teamed up with Kathy and
Volunteers to co-sponsor a grand Yorkville Heimat-Abend at the Kolping House. It
was thoroughly enjoyed by nearly 100 guests for
a token of an entrance fee.
If any Unit or community group would
like to bring this exhibit to a special showing in
your neighborhood, please contact Kathy at
KaJ133@aol.com or the National Secretary at
914-833-8321.
The pre-parade fund-raising Gala at the
Lighthouse at Chelsea Piers in Manhattan
US POSTAGE

German-American Friendship Weeks in New York City in 2015
Many of the events comprising our heritage-related celebrations in
September and October in this area are coordinated by the German-American
Committee of Greater New York. The NY Steuben Day Parade on Fifth Avenue is
the central exhibit since 1958. The events are too many to detail here so that I recommend the various web sites and Facebook pages of the NY Steuben Parade
Committee for your review.
The parade has always been held in honor of General von Steuben on or
near his September 17th birthday. That the descriptor “German-American Steuben
Parade” was added a few years ago is in some way sad testimony to the fact that few

people in the United States know who von Steuben was. Herein lies a mandate for
us. We need to strengthen efforts in the teaching of German-American history. This
remains an area in which the Colleges and the Steuben Society of America and those
staging the Steuben parades can collaborate in a special way.
In New York, we happily acknowledge such collaboration in offering a dinner talk in the memory of Steubenite Erick Kurz, when we include a history event
in the program of German American Friendship Weeks. This year the renowned historian Bob Selig of Holland, MI, the recipient of the Steuben Society’s Erick Kurz
Memorial Award (see Steuben News 88 No 2, March/April 2015) acquainted us all
with the history of Georg Daniel Flohr, a German Soldier in America 1780-1783.
We enjoyed an instructive evening in the company of friends and a hearty German
dinner set up by the German American Committee of Greater New York at the
Plattduetsche Park Restaurant in Franklin Square, NY on September 2nd, 2015.
A biography of Dr. Selig’s many research contributions to the history of the
American Revolution may be obtained by contacting the historian at robertaselig@gmail.com, or by writing to him at 90 W 14th Street, MI, 49423. Special
thanks to Lenny Coyne and Anita Radske for arranging the dinner.

THIRD CLASS
BULK RATE

By Ilse Hoffmann
In New York City, Chicago, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, New Ulm,
Washington, DC, and in many other communities, there are annual and ever ongoing celebrations of German-American heritage by the descendants of German,
Swiss, and Austrian immigrants. In my recollections, the years 1976, 1983, 1987
and 1990 stand out in their splendor as recent dates because of their historical significance. As far as New York City’s celebrations go, 2015 tried hard to measure up.
They succeeded in many ways even in the face of a sad decline of social and cultural groups in our community in this area. We are more than ever grateful to many
visiting groups from our home countries for supporting us in illustrating the customs, the arts and crafts, the sciences, and the many technical innovations that
Austrian, German, and Swiss people have brought to America.
We are proud also that German-Americans have always defended the outstanding freedoms that are ours in the United States of America. Military leadership
by Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben in the Revolutionary War for example, has been
invaluable in creating this republic we cherish. General George Washington
acknowledged this in his last letter written as the victorious US Commander-inChief on December 23, 1783:
“My Dear Baron: I wish to make use of this last moment of my public life
to signify in the strongest terms, my entire approbation of your conduct and to
express my sense of the obligations the public is under to you for your faithful and
meritorious services.”

National Chairman Robert Land, Pete Stubben as von Steuben and Larry Rugen as George
Washington standing in front of the lead float of the Steuben Parade 2015, NYC
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Celebrations of Our Heritage Contʼd from page 1
brought together visitors from overseas, from
all across the USA, and various special guests
and honorees on September 18th. Photos and
reports may be seen on the Parade
Committee’s DVD and Web or Facebook
entries.
A highlight on the day of the parade
is always the Mass at Saint Patricks Cathedral
and this year the Cathedral astonished all with
its restored splendor in anticipation of the
visit by Pope Francis during the coming week
(see Photos by PJ Stubben). Then, of course,
flags and banners and costumes of the parade
participants add to the solemn worship and
music and prayers to the glory of God.
The parade on Fifth Avenue stepped
off on time with the proud line of Grand
Marhalls, Public Officials and the Executive
Committee. Soon, our float was phased in
showing General George Washington and
Baron von Steuben at Valley Forge, where
their personal relationship began and von
Steuben had begun to use his expertise in the
military training of the revolutionary soldiers
that became so instrumental in turning the
tide of this war. New to portraying the Valley
Forge Generals on our float this year were
Brother Larry Rugen (John Peter Zenger
Unit, Hicksville) as General Washington and
Brother Peter J Stubben, (Member-at-Large
from Rockaway Beach, Queens) as Baron
von Steuben. They took great pride in the
LEFT: Ex-Mayor of Berlin Dr. Klaus Wowereit,
Grand Marshal of NYC Steuben Parade

honor and had a joyful time meeting people and
admiring the crowds that had assembled on Fifth
Avenue on a splendid day on Manhattan.
National Chairman Bob Land and I had
visited with “our Von Steuben and General
Washington” at the line-up location to see them off.
Here, we had the opportunity to also greet the
Cornflower Queen and her Court and we met many
young people boarding a language school float who
got an instant history lesson in the middle of
Manhattan. Few of them had ever heard of Valley
Forge. I believe we could make the float more educational and representative of the Valley Forge
scene were we to enlist a group of enactors to portray the soldiers. Perhaps one could also mount a
side panel showing a replica of the letter of gratitude to von Steuben that a victorious General
Washington in Annapolis has written as his last document as Commander-in-Chief in December of
1783 (see page 1).
As always, the parade was a most colorful
display of marching bands and groups, not-to-forget
our proud West Point Cadets representing the
German Language Club; then our fine Steuben
Associations of the Public Service Departments of
New York, horses and motorcycles of the NY
Police, German cars, costumed groups, schools,
soccer teams, turners, even dogs, visiting German
cultural groups and hunt clubs.
An over whelming number of floats pointed to the immediacy of Oktoberfest with brews and
restaurants recommending themselves. Many participants could hardly wait to reach East 86th Street
where the parade ended and then walk back to the
Grand Central Park tents to begin their Oktoberfest
celebration right here, if they had one of the coveted tickets, that is. If not, there were many places
with open doors and beer on tap, and brats and all
the traditional foods of the homelands.
Many of us had to return to the suburbs by
train or bus or the power of our own four wheels.
The following day, more celebrations awaited and
during the next few weeks.
ABOVE RIGHT SIDE: 2015 Steuben Parade NYC and
Related Events Celebrating German-American culture
Top: NYC Steuben Parade Publicity Chairman Lenny
Coyne with Erick Kurz Lecture speaker Dr. Selig; 2nd
Photo: Steubenites with the Parade Queen and her
court; German-American Language School float; 3rd
Photo: Dr. Seligʼs topic of discussion “Georg Daniel
Flohr” at the Erick Kurz lecture; 4th Photo: Junior
General von Steuben and Parade Princesses on float.
BELOW: Kathy Jolowyczʼ presentation on Old Yorkville
at the Kolping House in New York City in September
drew a large crowd interested in hearing about the
German-American history and culture of this NYC
neighborhood.
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Our Founders: Edward Stirn (1868-1957)
By Ilse Hoffmann
Among the founders of the Steuben Society are men from different
walks of life: commerce, academics, industries, artists, and others. I endeavor to
find out when and from where they came to America, what their station or stations in life were and what their particular contribution to society was. That
research leads to some fascinating family histories. Take the Stirn Brothers:
Louis and Edward. Only the latter is listed among the founders of our Steuben
Society, but they were known as silk-trading business partners and designers in
New York and so I followed clues on both on the Internet and in
newspapers.com. Samples of their silk designs may be seen at the NY
Metropolitan Museum of Art https://www.pinterest.com/ntse/samples-andswatches/
The initial focus on Louis led me almost serendipitously to a Landmarks
Preservation Commission and Designation (List 323, LP 2069 on January 30,
2001). This pertained to the Louis and Laura Stirn House on 79 Howard Avenue
in the Borough of Staten Island (a.k.a. Richmond County, NY. As the
Landmarks Commission designation describes in some detail their neighbors
reflected an impressive group of fairly wealthy German-Americans.
The Stirn house is a beautiful neo-Renaissance Mansion with Arts and
Crafts detailing that was built in 1908 by the architects Kafka and Lindenmeyer.
Situated on Grymes Hill, it commands a spectacular view of New York Harbor.
The entire document with its illustrations is so well worth reading that I recommend setting aside a special time to study it (http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/01-STIRN-HOUSE.pdf).
The description of the house and its owners held much more gratifying
facts in store for me. It revealed family history in Germany as well as a most
interesting connection of the Stirns with the Roebling family. Louis Stirn moved
to Staten Island in 1882. In 1888, he married Laura Natalie Methfessel, daughter of Professor Anton Gottlieb Methfessel and Laura A. Roebling Methfessel
who was the daughter of John Augustus Roebling, the bridge builder and wire
cable manufacturer. The reader may remember from the much publicized history of the Brooklyn Bridge that John Augustus Roebling started its construction
(1867-1883) but was injured so that the project was completed by his son
Washington with the able assistance of daughter-in-law Emily; see the D. H.
citation: http://kentoncountyhistoricalsociety.org/data/documents/NovemberDecember-2014.pdf
The Louis Stirn family members took an active part in the community
life of Staten Island. Louis was a member of the Staten Island Chamber of
Commerce, the Civic League, the Richmond County Country Club, several
national trade organizations, and the Manhattan Club. Laura Methfessel Stirn
was a founder of the St. Cecilia Women’s Singing Club on Staten Island, and a
member of the Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences and the Bird Club and
Garden Club of Staten Island. She was admired for her love of gardening and a
collection of rare plants. Laura was active in charitable organizations including
the Staten Island Hospital where she served as a member of the board of trustees.
The Methfessels and Louis Stirn have found eternal rest in the Moravian
Cemetery, New Dorp, Staten Island NY http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=57156181&PIpi=31945604
The German Heritage of Louis and Edmund Stirn:
We learn that Louis A. Stirn, the son of a prominent Lutheran clergyman, Rev. Samuel Stirn and his wife Emma Kauffmann Stirn, was born in 1863
in the village of Eschersheim, a suburb of Frankfurt, Germany. Fourteen years
later in 1877, he left Germany to move to New York City and found employment
in the silk business. Seven years later he became a partner in the firm of Oscar
Schoenherr who represented several German manufacturers of velvets and
woolens. In 1894, he established his own firm. Another three years later his
brother Edmund became a partner in this firm which was named L&E Stirn.
They imported ribbons, silks, velvets and chiffons. Buyers were leading firms
such as Marshall Field & Co.
Eventually in 1910, the firm was to become an export house and commission agent specializing in the sale and distribution of domestic cloth. L&E
Stirn also controlled the Concordia Silk Mills which employed several thousand
workers in Philadelphia, PA, Watertown, NY and Johnstown, TN.
As Edmund A. Stirn is the focus of this research, I need to get back to
my notes on this co-founder of the Steuben Society of America: On November
26, 1921, the ship America arrived in New York from Bremen in Germany with
SSA co-founder Edmund A. Stirn (53) and his wife Dorothea (31) on board.
(Immigration records document No 100045150254). This is by no means
Edmund’s initial entry into the USA. We know by now that he had linked up with
Brother Louis when he came in 1895 and that the brothers established a successful textile business in New York City. There are reports of their firm’s par-

Above: Stirn House, Staten Island, NY

ticipation in demonstrating support for
America entering WW I at which time,
they were often named Stern (NY Times
report 1914). Many newspapers nationwide carried advertising of the L&E
Stirn Company (see newspapers.com)
While the business was in
downtown New York City, Edmund also
resided on Staten Island. The NY Times
and the Brooklyn Daily Eagle repeatedly noted success of Edmund’s horses in
derbies and races. But Edmund had
strong roots in Germany and apparently
returned there often. He is well known
here and in his homeland for performing
benevolent acts: One finds newspaper
accounts of donors to the German Relief
Fund as early as 1914, for example listing of Karl Schurz and Edmund Stirn in
the same ad, asking for contributions
small and large.
In 1919, when Edmund joined
the founders of the Steuben Society of
America, he sold a Monet painting and
turned the proceeds into establishing a
home for children in Castle Ernsthofen
in Hessen. The significance of this gift is
well described on a full page in the 650year memorial program which the local
City Council http://www.ortsbeiratE r n s t h o f e n . d e / m e d i apool/137/1376570/data/.
The Ernst-hofen Castle has a
long history of owners of nobility. The
“Festschrift” reveals the following:
After the German-American Edmund

Stirn had purchased the Ernsthofen
Castle in 1923 and had restored it, he
established the Children’s’ Home there.
The Home was operated till Hitler
came to power. Then it was closed
because Edmund Stirn (the owner) was
a foreigner. After WWII (1939-1945)
all was run down terribly. The family
did not often visit then but Edmund
called his nephew Friedrich Carl and
his wife to Ernst-hofen and put them in
charge of maintenance.
Edmund Stirn and American
family members and friends would still
then visit the castle and Ernst-hofen
from time to time, but due to his age,
and for health reasons Edmund sold the
castle and the new owner no longer
allowed visitation.
The local government was
unable to purchase the property at a
price of DM 100,000 and future maintenance cost placed acquisition out of
reach. Edmund died in 1957 in
Pommelsbrunn near the hometown
Eschersheim and was laid to rest there.
I have as yet to search
resources to find out if Edmund ever
became really active in the Society during his time in America, or if the business and his hobbies were all consuming. It is clear that the business still
exists. Meanwhile the plaque on the
wall of the Ernst-hofen Castle reminds
us all of a fine German-American
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schloss_
Ernsthofen#/media/File:Schloss-ernsthofen_gedenktafel.jpg

Steubenite George Glotzbach received a special award from the German Consultate (see page 6)
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Celebrating 25 Years of German Re-Unification and
German-American Day 2015
While Frankfurt am Main was
the site for the official celebration of
the 25th anniversary of the unification
of Germany, Unification Day has from
its beginning also been highlighted in
Washington, DC by festive and solemn
events in the German Embassy and so
it was on October 3, 2015. These
observations were followed by the celebration of German American Day on
October 6th.
The
German
American
Societies of Greater Washington, DC,
(AGAS) has also arranged for assembly
of
the
German-American
Community-at-Large as reported on
their website Jacob Comenetz, Cultural
Affairs Officer of the, German
Embassy summarized this follows:
http://www.germany.info/Vertretung/us
a/en/__pr/K__Wash/2015/10/06German-American-Day-2015.htm
The Washington Sängerbund
performed at the 2015 GermanAmerican Day ceremony, in its 28th
year of existence, which was celebrated
in the restored and German-American
Friendship Garden on the National
Mall on the morning of Oct. 6, 2015.
Established in 1987 by joint
resolution of the United States
Congress, signed by President Reagan,
German-American Day commemorates
the date on which 13 German families
from Krefeld landed in Philadelphia in
1683—the first large-scale German
immigration to America. The holiday
honors the diverse contributions
German immigrants and their descendants have made to the United States.
On Oct. 6, 2015, GermanAmerican Day in Washington, DC
under a brilliant blue sky, characteristic
for German-American Day in
Washington, DC, representatives and
members of Association of GermanAmerican Societies of Greater
Washington (AGAS), the Washington
Sängerbund, United Church, GermanAmerican Heritage Museum, and allied
organizations gathered to pay tribute to
German-American heritage as well as
the shared values that define modern
German-American relations.
With
the
Washington
Monument as a backdrop, Dr. Stefan
Buchwald, representing the German
Embassy, delivered remarks, noting the
importance of upholding traditions
such as German-American Day.
To underscore the significance
of the German-American friendship,
Federal President Joachim Gauck, having just visited Philadelphia, would
arrive in Washington in a matter of
hours, he said, later to meet with
President Obama, Vice President
Biden, and US Secretary of State Kerry.
Federal President Gauck’s visit coincides with the Embassy celebration of
the 25th anniversary of German reunification on Oct. 3, 1990.

After a prayer and the singing
of the German and U.S. national
anthems, AGAS president Gerhard
Meinzer, serving as master of ceremonies, introduced the speakers who
read the German-American Day proclamations from Maryland, Virginia, the
District of Columbia—as well as the
Presidential Proclamation from Barack
Obama.
In his proclamation, President
Obama noted the way “Americans and
Germans have inspired each other and
worked to address key challenges that
affect the world we share.”
Read the 2015 GermanAmerican Day Proclamation by
President Obama (bottom right)
“As we commemorate the
strong friendship between our peoples,
may we never forget our unique histories, and may we continue working
together to reach for a more peaceful
and prosperous future,” he said.
The ceremony concluded with
the traditional singing of Der Ruf Nach
Frieden (A Call for Peace) by the
Washington Sängerbund—the oldest
German singing society in the
Washington, DC area, founded 1851.
The attendees then adjourned for a festive luncheon at Café Mozart.
Here in New York, there is no
evidence of any events at City Hall. In
Westchester County, Yonkers has not
held a flag-raising ceremony probably
due to decline in G-A membership.
This is due largely to the lack of
petitions from the Steuben Society of
America in Westchester and the
German-American
Societies
of
Westchester. This county has experienced a severe exodus of GermanAmericans to parts of the country which
offer more affordable cost of living;
attrition by age is the other significant
reason.
In Mineola, Nassau County, a
German-American Day ceremony was
hosted by New York Supreme Court
Justice Ute Wolf Lally and President
Heinz Buck of the German-American
Committee of Greater New York and
was celebrated by students as reported
in a Garden City Newspaper.
http://www.gcnews.com/news/2015-10
Garden_City_students_celebrate_Germ
anAmerican_Day.html
One observation over the past
few years is that Oktoberfest is getting
more popular in many places, especially where home brewing has taken an
upswing. Church congregations have
found great joy in the celebration and in
the funds it can provide. Thanks above
all to our Bavarian Clubs for sharing
their dances and costumes.
Steuben News is still anticipation reports from our distant Units as to
what they did to help promote G-A Day
in their communities.

PHOTOS: Courtesy of
Germany.info
TOP & MIDDLE PHOTOS:
Sangerbund at the G-A
Friendship Garden in
Washington, DC singing
on G-A Day 2015.
BOTTOM: Plaque at G-A
Friendship Garden
BELOW:
Presidential
Proclamation for
G-A Day 2015

GERMAN-AMERICAN DAY, 2015
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION
Throughout our history, German Americans have woven distinct threads into the fabric
of our country. In extraordinary ways -- by crossing the Atlantic, planting roots in communities across our country, and spurring shared advances -- German Americans have
proven our Nation's diversity makes our society ever stronger. On German-American
Day, we celebrate the immeasurable ways their talents and ideas have helped shape
the progress of our time.
Since their earliest days on America's shores, the German people have striven to realize the fundamental promise that everyone deserves the chance to make of their lives
what they will. Building up our society as architects and artists, inventors and engineers, they continue to push boundaries and bolster dreams in their communities and
across our country. From their service in our Armed Forces to our classrooms, we see
the strength and passion of German heritage integrated into the identity of our American
family.
The stories of German-American men and women also remind us of the important partnership between our two nations. In the 70 years since the end of World War II and the
quarter century since the fall of the Berlin Wall, Americans and Germans have inspired
each other and worked to address key challenges that affect the world we share. From
combatting violent extremism and climate change to expanding economic and educational opportunity for women and girls, our common principles bind us together as
inseparable allies. As we commemorate the strong friendship between our peoples,
may we never forget our unique histories, and may we continue working together to
reach for a more peaceful and prosperous future.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2015, as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to learn more about the history of German Americans and reflect on the
many contributions they have made to our Nation.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and fortieth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Chairman’s Message:
Dear Steuben Brothers and Sisters and Friends:
Thanksgiving and Christmas are near and I wish to thank
all those who have done their part in making this another successful year. Your support has enabled us to maintain our educational awards programs, to celebrate Founders' Day, to provide the lead float for the German-American NY Steuben
Parade and, thanks to the NY State Council's fundraising, we
are preparing for the Memorial Service at the Wartburg Chapel
on November 7th. This service of music, prayer, and remembrance is dedicated to Sisters and Brothers who have passed
away since November 2013. Donations in the memory of our members will benefit
the Wartburg Foundation.
I'd like to express gratitude to Brother Larry Rugen and Brother Peter
Stubben who volunteered in the roles of General Washington and Baron von Steuben
in Valley Forge on our float this year. This is an important educational mission as part
of the annual exhibition of German culture and German American friendship that celebrates von Steuben's birthday in September of each year.
Very special thanks go to Chairman Herbert Strunk and Secretary Richie
Odorfer of our New Braunfels, TX, Unit 1845. They undertook a trip to the
Comanche Nation in Oklahoma for a unique presention of a plaque that expressed
gratitude for the peace treaty that enabled German immigrants to settle on the
Comanche hunting grounds in Texas in the mid 1840's. Thank you for performing this
honorable task on behalf of the Steuben Society of America.
At this point, our Units should be preparing for their election meeting in
December. Please report the results no later than Jan. 15, 2016, along with the fourth
quarter reports and dues. Best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and holiday season
and also a Healthy and Happy 2016!
Fraternally Yours,
Bob Land
*****************************

German College Free for All - Not Just German Citizens
Get Your Kids to Learn German and Send Them to College for
Free in Germany!
As of now, all state-run universities in the Federal Republic—legendary
institutions that put the Bildung in Bildungsroman, like the Universität Heidelberg,
the Universität München, or the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin—cost exactly
nichts. By the way, they weren’t exactly breaking the bank before, with semester fees
of about EUR 500, or $630, which is often less than an American student spends on
books—but even that amount was considered “unjust” by Hamburg senator Dorothee
Stapelfeldt.
Well, you might be thinking, isn’t that just wunderbar for the damn
Germans, with their excellent supermarket commercials and their spectacular beach
nudity and their pragmatically dressed Chancellor. Now with their free college
they’re just showing off. Well, here’s the kicker: Germany didn’t just abolish tuition
for Germans. The tuition ban goes for international students, too. You heard me right,
parents of Amerika: You want a real higher-education bargain? Get your kids to learn
German and then pack them off to the Vaterland.
Of course, while it is both uplifting and jealousy-provoking to see our
Teutonic friends put so much public investment into higher education—while we do
just the opposite—there are important reasons that German universities have been
either inexpensive or free for their entire existence. The German university experience isn’t worse than the American one, but there are vital cultural and infrastructural differences between our systems that bargain-hungry students (and their parents)
might want to consider before bidding Auf Wiedersehen to Big State U.
First of all, the concept of “campus life” differs widely between our two
countries. German universities consist almost entirely of classroom buildings and
libraries—no palatial gyms with rock walls and water parks; no team sports facilities
(unless you count the fencing fraternities I will never understand); no billion-dollar
student unions with flat-screen TVs and first-run movie theaters. And forget the
resort-style dormitories. What few dorms exist are minimalistic, to put it kindly—but
that’s largely irrelevant anyway, as many German students still live at home with
their parents, or in independent apartment shares, none of which foster the kind of
insular, summer-camp-esque experience Americans associate closely with college
life (and its hefty price tag). It’s quite common for German students simply to commute in for class, then leave.
Speaking of class: Academic life is quite a bit different over there. German
students are typically accepted into particular majors—none of this “expanding your
horizons” and declaring halfway through your junior year. You apply to college in
Germany to study law, medicine, literature, engineering, etc.—and you take that program’s requirements, the end.
There is also little in the way academic advising, which in the U.S. is now
so hands-on that it has become its own cottage industry within the administration.
Over there, you’re expected to know what you need to take, and to take it. And by
“take” I mean something markedly different than American students might expect.
For example, a freshman-level literature class in the United States might have 25 students registered, and a professor who is expected to know all of them by face and
name by, say, week two—not to mention grade an entire semester’s worth of assignments. A similar lower-level Vorlesung (lecture) in Germany might have an everchanging coterie of 200 or so students, who show up when it suits them. Yes, that
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The purpose of the Steuben Society of America is to educate the public about matters of interest to
American citizens of German descent and their families, to encourage their participation in civic
affairs and to perpetuate and enhance the understanding of the contributions made by such
citizens to the development of the United States
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includes milling into and out of the lecture
hall at any point during the advertised
class period. Even in more intensive
upper-level courses, students are often
allowed to forego official registration until
the end of the semester, when they elect to
sit the sole exam or turn in the lone seminar paper. Or not!
Again, this system is not worse
than the American one, it’s just different.
But it is these differences, coupled with
Germany’s higher tax investment in all
things public, that account for a massive
disparity in what students must pay. The
tuition might be free, but if you are not a
highly self-motivated learner who is fully
fluent in German (with a social life based
somewhere other than campus), you may
still pay the price.
Still, there are plenty of mature,
autonomous, self-motivated learners in our
country who can’t afford college (and no,
MOOCs don’t help, since they don’t offer
credit unless you pay one of the universities that affiliate with them). Don’t we owe
these ideal students a prestigious public
option they can actually afford?
Would it ever be feasible for us to
adopt some German-style reform in just a
few of our public institutions? I’m not saying demolish the lazy rivers (calm down,
dudebros!). But what if our flagships could
offer a different, deeply discounted “package” for commuter students who simply
don’t want all those stupid amenities? I’m
not even saying it should be free—this
isn’t and will never be the socialized
idyll/hellhole (depending on your point of
view) that is the Federal Republic. But
maybe, just maybe, we should find a way
to make public education here a better bargain than round-trip airfare to Munich.
by Rebecca Schuman is an education
columnist for Slate.com 10/14/14

OBITUARIES
John F. Bahrenburg, Major
General and Commander of the New York
Guard during the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attack, died Friday, Jan. 30, of metastatic
bile duct cancer at his home in
Poughkeepsie, NY. He was 79.
As Commander of the New York
Guard from 1999-2002, during both the
Y2K transition and the 9/11 attack, he
oversaw the provision of security, disaster
relief, legal, communications and other
services in cooperation with the National
Guard. Maj. Gen. Bahrenburg entered the

guard in 1963. As Commander, he also
oversaw the codification of New York
Guard regulations, aligning them with regulations of the U.S. Army and National
Guard.
In a June 2003 letter of commendation to Maj. Gen. Bahrenburg, Governor
George Pataki said, “Since being commissioned into the Guard, you have demonstrated an unwavering sense of responsibility to the people of this State, and your
vision and impressive achievements have
enhanced the Guard’s effectiveness.”
He served in the U.S. Air Force
from 1954-1958 and the active Air Force
Reserve from 1958-1963. During his military career, he received many awards and
recognitions, including the USAF Good
Conduct Medal, the Armed Forces Reserve
Medal and the New York State
Conspicuous Service Medal for exceptional conspicuous achievement while serving
as Commander of the New York Guard
during 9/11.
Born
Johannes
Friedrich
Bahrenburg on April 17, 1935 in
Fischerhude, Germany, near Bremen, he
changed his name to John when he immigrated to the United States in 1953.
In civilian life, he was President
of J.F. Bahrenburg, Inc., a plumbing, heating and general contracting business that
he established in 1963. A member of the
Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons
of the State of New York, Triune-Obed
Lodge No. 782, he was a Master Mason for
more than 50 years.
Survivors include his wife of 48
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years Karen Bahrenburg;
daughter Diane Cook and
her husband Kevin, of
Hyde Park, NY; daughter
Kristi Janzen and her husband Bernd, of University
Park, MD; a sister Gertrud
Weiler; brother Gunter
Bahrenburg; and five
grandchildren.
********
Shirley
L.
Grenz, 77, of Union
passed away at her home
on September 23, 2015. A
Funeral Service was held
at
Grace
Lutheran
Church, in Union, NJ on
Saturday, October 3rd.
Interment followed at
Hollywood Memorial Park. Shirley L. Grenz
Born in Montclair,
American Armed Forces before beginthe daughter of Helmar and Elizabeth ( ning their business careers. The two
Baumeister) Beck, Shirley was a lifelong have been active in promoting Germanresident of Union. She was a Partner with American culture in New Ulm for over a
Advanced
Handling
Systems
in quarter of a century, and the results are
Kenilworth. An active member at Grace evident to anyone who makes the trip to
Lutheran Church, Shirley was also a mem- New Ulm!
ber of the Deutscher Club in Clark, the
*********
Steuben Society of America, and the Union
SOUL OF GERMANY
Township Historical Society. An animal
Chapter XIII
lover, especially dogs, she also enjoyed
The Iron Chancellor
gardening.
Cont’d from Last Month
Shirley will be fondly rememby Richie Odorfer
bered as a loving and caring friend who
The
history of Germany from
was always willing to help those in need.
mid-19th
century
until the dawn of the
Shirley is survived by her God child Ingrid
20th
century,
can
best be related by
(Monschke) Pranzo, her husband Joe and
followng
the
life
of
one man, Otto von
children. Cousins Inge Henderson and husBismarck,
Germany’s
greatest statesband Harley, Eleanor Gray, Heide
Pigorsch, the Ulbrich family and sister in man. Otto was born in 1815 to a noble
law Ursul Munz. In lieu of flowers, dona- Prussian family in the province of
tions in the names of the Beck and Brandenburg. His parents were
Baumeister family may be made to either Junkers (country squires), a closely
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or knit land owning class unique to
the Valerie fund at Overlook Hospital.
Prussia, and very strong supporters of
Sister Shirley was beloved by the the monarchy.
members of the Peter Muehlenberg Unit
Bismarck chose government
and of the National Council for her contri- service as a career upon graduating
butions to our aims
from the universities of Goettingen
GEORGE GLOTZBACH AND DENNY
WARTA RECEIVE SPECIAL AWARDS
FROM THE GERMAN CONSUL
GENERAL
(See photo on page 4)
On behalf of Ambassador Peter
Wittig, Consul General Herbert Quelle
officially presented the German-American
Friendship Award to two very worthy
Steuben brothers George Glotzbach and
Denny Warta, on Thursday, October 8. Mr.
Glotzbach accepted the award on behalf of
Mr. Warta, who was unable to attend.
Both recipients hail from New
Ulm, Minnesota, "the most German town
in the U.S.," where they form a team of
German cultural ambassadors. In this
capacity, they serve as honorary tour
guides for visitors from Germany and provide a traditional yet original image of
German culture to both residents and
tourists.
Mr. Glotzbach's ancestors arrived
in New Ulm from Germany in 1855,
around the time of its founding as a
German settlement. Mr. Warta's family
arrived a little bit later, in 1871, and he
spoke German exclusively until he began
school at age 5. Both served in the

and Berlin. His rise to power began in
1847, when he was chosen above the
heads of more experienced candidates
to represent Magdeburg at a special
session of the Prussian Diet.
Bismarck’s reactionary political views
were expounded at the diet, especially
his vigorous stand in favor of the
monarchy. This made him a bitter foe
of the radicals, but favorably noticed
by King Wilhelm IV of Prussia.
During the March Revolution of 1848,
Bismarck had argued against any compromise with the dissidents, but once a
constitution was granted them, he
abided by it. In 1851, the king rewarded Bismarck for his defiant support of
the crown by appointing him Prussian
delegate to the German Diet at
Frankfurt.
In the course of his eight year
assignment in Frankfurt, he learned the
art of diplomacy, and became
acquainted with all the German leaders. Bismarck had always held Austria
in the highest esteem, but at the
German Diet, he developed a mistrust
of Vienna’s policy. Consequently, little

progress was made at Frankfurt
towards the goal of German unity, as
Prussian and Austrian representatives
continually feuded.
In 1858, Friedrich Wilhelm IV
suffered a nervous breakdown, and was
replaced by his brother Wilhelm.
Bismarck was considered too reactionary for his post in Frankfurt by
Wilhelm, so appointed him ambassador
to Russia. While serving at the Russian
court, Bismarck made many friends,
plus gained a keen insight of foreign
affairs. Three years later, the Prussian
king moved him to Paris, as Berlin’s
ambassador to France. On the throne of
France in 1862 was Napoleon III, a
nephew of the “Great One.” Although
assigned only six months to Paris,
Bismarck was quickly able to see
through the façade of Napoleon the
Third’s intrigues, and discern how corrupt and weakened the French government had become.
On September 17, 1862
Bismarck received a telegram in Paris
from Prussia’s minister of war,
Albrecht von Roon, urging him to
return home – “Delay is dangerous.
Hurry!” King Wilhelm was preparing
to abdicate over an angry deadlock
with the Prussian Landtag (parliament)
concerning funding for the army. The
next day, he met with the king, and
shortly afterwards, was appointed
Prussian chancellor. Wilhelm dreaded
making that appointment, for he
abhored Bismarck’s coarse, anti-democratic politics, yet, the king saw no
other way how he could rule with dignity. He refused to always have to bend
to the will of the Landtag. In his heart,
Wilhelm knew Bismarck was the man
for the job: Germany and Prussia’s
only hope for salvation.
Chancellor Bismarck performed brilliantly at parliament, living
up to all the expectations the king and
army chiefs had for him. In a stunning
victory over the anti-military delegates, which some claim was illegal,
Bismarck won a great compromise that
gave the king almost full responsibility
for the army. Moreover, in a meeting
with Germany’s giant arms manufacturer, Alfried Krupp, the chancellor
formulated a far-reaching armament
program for Prussia. King Wilhelm
was not warlike, but understood, just as
his Hohenzollern ancestors before him,
that Prussia’s existence necessitated
the maintenance of a strong army. The
borders of Prussia were not natural
ones, like broad rivers or mountain
chains, but instead, were only rock,
wood, or wire fences stretching
through fields that were won in ancient
battles.
In one of Bismarck’s early
addresses to parliament, he said, “Not
by speeches and majority votes are the
great questions of the day decided –
that was the blunder of 1848 and 1849
– but by blood and iron.” That statement was quoted widely in the German
and foreign press, causing Bismarck to
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become internationally known as the
“Iron Chancellor.”
The road leading to unity of the
German states was rocky, requiring
three military engagements. Denmark
was first, when in 1863, it adopted a
new constitution, whereby the German
province of Schleswig would be split
from its sister state of Holstein, and
incorporated into Denmark. Christian
IX reigned as king of Denmark, and
also as duke of Schleswig-Holstein, an
extension of the northern German
plains, populated by 900,000 Germans
and 150,000 Danes. Public opinion
throughout Germania passionately supported the Germans in Schleswig, and
demanded something be done, and
quickly, to stop the illegal Danish
annexation.
Bismarck seized the moment!
First, persuading Emperor Franz Josef
of Austria to join Prussia in upholding
the 1852 protocol, which guaranteed
Schleswig’s
“separateness
from
Denmark.” Second, by demanding
Denmark withdraw her constitution
incorporating Schleswig within 48
hours. The Danes refused to comply
and the war began in February of 1864.
Sixty thousand Prussians and Austrians
invaded Denmark, winning easily over
the small state. In October of that year,
Denmark signed a peace treaty in
Vienna, renouncing all her rights in the
two provinces. A heated debate over the
disposition of the spoils raged between
Berlin and Vienna until the next year.
At the 1865 Treaty of Gastein, it was
agreed that Prussia could annex
Holstein, and Austria would administer
the affairs of Schleswig.
Since 1815, Austria and Prussia
had been maneuvering with each other
for hegemony over the smaller
Germanies. Bismarck suggested that
Berlin and Vienna negotiate spheres of
influence, but Franz Josef declined, the
latter too ambitious to limit any of his
authority. By spring of 1866, the two
great German powers had actively
stepped up their military preparedness,
for both expected an imminent showdown over the Germanies issue. But
Bismarck wanted no foreign interference in any German civil war, so he
took great care to secure Germany’s
frontiers. In the South, Bismarck signed
a secret treaty with patriotic Italians,
who were gradually building a united
Italy after a lapse of more than a thousand years. The treaty stipulated that if
the Italians joined Prussia in a war with
Austria, Italy would be given Austria’s
valuable Italian holdings to complete its
unification.
The East was safe, for Czar
Alexander II still felt gratitude towards
Prussia for helping Russia put down an
1863 Polish rebellion. In the West,
however, the situation was dangerous.
Napoleon III craved an opportunity to
steal German lands, just as his predecessors had done. It became known that
his plan, if war erupted within the
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different route that was coordinated
with scientific thoroughness, utilizing
Germanies, would be to keep France
Germany’s vast railroad network. What
neutral in the beginning, figuring on a
history calls the Seven Weeks War, was
long war that would bleed the Germans,
actually decided after just one battle, at
and then at the right moment enter the
Koeniggratz, on July 3,1866. Not since
conflict – to insure that it is settled in
the 1813 Battle of Leipzig had so many
the interests of France. Bismarck
men been arrayed, more than a half a
encouraged Napoleon’s neutrality with
million soldiers.
vague promises concerning French
Facing the Austrians that fatedefense needs.
ful day was very probably the best
The wise chancellor knew that
army ever to appear on a battlefield.
only by compromising with the smaller
The Prussians had been equipped with
states in a democratic way, could
a new firearm, the needle gun, that was
German unity under Prussian leadership
capable of firing five shots a minute in
be achieved. Therefore, Bismarck
any position, while the Austrians were
amazed the Frankfurt Diet by reversing
still armed with the muzzle loader, a
his previously held views championing
single shot rifle limited to firing only in
monarchial decisions, by proposing the
the standing position.
addition of a people’s chamber to the
The battle began early in the
diet to share in the management of
morning at Koeniggratz, and was
German common affairs.
fought with terrific fury, each side
Events leading up to a German
fighting up to and beyond the limits of
civil war proceeded with lightning
human endurance. King Wilhelm,
speed during late spring of 1866. On
Bismarck, and Moltke had taken a posiJune 1, Prussia accused Austria of viotion on a hill where they could view the
lating the Gastein Treaty, declaring the
scene of action. Franz Josef was also
treaty void, and marched Prussian
present with his army. The final outtroops into the Austrian administered
come was decided at 3:30 p.m., when
Schleswig. On the eve of the war, June
Prussia’s Second Army attacked
15, 1866, Emperor Franz Josef took an
straight into the Austrian line. With
Austrian victory for granted, reckening
about 40,000 Austrian soldiers fallen,
that Berlin was no match against Vienna
and his stuation seemingly hopeless,
and her allies, the combined armies of
Franz Josef authorized a general
the Confederation, whose delegates had
retreat.
sided with Austria over the Schleswig
Prince Karl of Prussia
affair at the Frankfurt Diet. Even
described the final hours of the battle:
Bismarck worried, and vowed that if we
“To the right, to the left –
are beaten “he will die in the last
everywhere we heard the crashing
charge.”
sound of the Austrian regimental bands
Prussia struck first, conquering
with their sparkling horns playing the
the northern German states before the
Radetsky March. But another kind of
month ended. Then Field Marshal
music was emerging from the Prussian
Helmuth von Moltke’s master plan was
ranks to greet them, a hellish music –
implemented: Three huge armies invadthe ceaseless patter of salvos being
ed the Austrian Empire, each taking a
fired from rapid-fire
Otto von Bismark, the Iron Chancellor
weapons. But the
Austrians flung themselves at us with a
courage that showed
their
disdain
of
death, advancing in
splendor with their
officers, covered in
gold braid, in the
lead, and when the
officers fell, others
sprang to take their
places. But they
couldn’t withstand
our deadly fire, and
so wavered, and then
retreated.”
We too suffered fearful losses…. One battalion
lost all its officers so
that a sergeant had to
lead them….As he
was telling the story
the prince turned
away and openly
wept, not trying to
hide his tears.
The Prussian
army pursued the
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Austrians until they could see the
spires of Vienna, then prepared for
another great battle. But Bismarck
shouted at the king and his generals
to not continue the war, “the struggle
has been decided, now we must work
to bring about friendship.” When
Wilhlem demanded to know why, as
the victor, he should not take
provinces from the vanquished, such
as the Sudetenland, Bismarck
warned: “To do so would earn us the
enmity of Austria and other nations of
Europe. Every additional step we take
south will stir up their jealousy.”
There was nothing he feared more
than these nations joining together to
take action against Prussia. On
August 23, 1866 at the Treaty of
Prague, Austria surrendered. She was
given a lenient peace, having only to
pay a small war indemnity, withdraw
from the German Confederation and
German affairs, and return her Italian
holdings to King Victor Emmanuel II.
Bismarck acted quickly to
consolidate the fruits of his victory,
and annexed 22 states north of the
Main River as a part of Prussia. This
new German state was called the
North German Confederation.The
remaining three Germanies south of
the Main, Baden, Wuerttemberg and
Bavaria were left free but had to join
a Prussian led military alliance.
Bismarck kept his promise to give the
German people a voice in the federal
government by creating a lower
house of parliament, called the
Reichstag. Although the Reichstag
would be subordinate to the king, its
democratically elected 297 members
were given the power to pass or reject
all laws and taxes.
The third and final military
engagement Bismarck faced on his
road to German unity was sparked by
a faux pas - the Iron Chancellor’s “
unintended” insult to the French
ambassador. It seems in July 1870, a
relative of King Wilhelm, Prince
Leopold of Hohenzollern, was
offered the throne of Spain. Napoleon
III felt threatened to have a
Hohenzollern on both his borders, so
demanded Leopold refuse the offer –
otherwise there would be war.
Wilhem then told Leopold’s father to
publicly announce that his son’s candidacy was withdrawn. However,
Napoleon remained belligerant, and
sent Wilhelm an ultimatum demanding he vow that the Hohenzollern
candidacy shall never be renewed.
The Prussian king considered
the ultimatum disrespectful and
refused to sign it. Bismarck then
released news of Wilhelm’s refusal to
sign the ultimatum to the press in a
condensed form that gave the affair a
tone that the French ambassador had
been insulted. Napoleon III was dominated then by war- mongering
Bonapartists, and it was they who
persuaded the emperor to use the controversial dispatch as a pretext for
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war. Only a handful of deputies at the
French Assembly voted against going to
war, with one shouting, “We protest that
streams of blood flow and Europe be
covered in ruins for a mere question of
etiquette.” The average Frenchman did
not want war, it was mostly the people of
Paris
that
favored
the
violence,“enflamed by an official Press.”
Napoleon III declared war
against Prussia on July 19, 1870. Like
Franz Josef in 1866, he took victory for
granted, boasting, “Whatever may be the
road we take beyond our frontiers, we
shall come across the glorious tracks of
our fathers. We shall prove worthy of
them.” Then in an unprecedented demonstration of German solidarity, Prussia
was joined immediately in the war by
almost all the German states. A patriotic
current had electrified the German soul.
Helping to bring Germans together
against a common enemy was a decades
old
song
written
by
Max
Schneckenburger: Die Wacht am Rhein.
“The Watch on the Rhine” fast
became the favorite song of Germany,
sung in even the remotest village, and no
regiment of German soldiers hastened to
the seat of war without shouting to those
who remained behind: Dear Fatherland
thou need’st not fear, thy Rhineland
watch stands firmly here.”
The Iron Cross was again instituted in a proclamation by King Wilhelm
that read: We, Wilhelm, by the grace of
God, King of Prussia, considering the
grave situation of the Fatherland, and in
grateful memory of our forefather’s
heroic deeds during the great years of
wars of independence wish to revive the
concept of the Iron Cross…in view of
this struggle to preserve the honour and
independence of our dear Fatherland.”
As in the last war against
Austria, Field Marshal von Moltke commanded the General Staff. And again, he
divided the Prussian armed forces into
three groups. Then, in all the world’s history, no nation ever accomplished what
Prussia executed within a period of only
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14 days – the mobilization and
positioning of a 400,000-man
army. Meanwhile in France, the
minister of war declared the
French army was, “more than
ready,” but in reality, there was
confusion and unparalleled disorder. Most European capitals sympathized with Berlin in the war,
for they were outraged that a
“Third” Napoleon was making
war.
On July 28, King
Wilhelm and his chancellor rode
out of Berlin to assume nominal
command in the field. Both were
worried at first, as the invaders
early on were victorious, mowing
down Prussians in a dreadful
slaughter with their new invention, the machine gun. But
Prussia had Moltke, the greatest
military genius since Napoleon I.
The Prussian army excelled in
organization, training, supply and
intelligence. Within only a few
weeks, the French offensive was
stopped, and a German advance
into France commenced. On
September 1, near Sedan in
northeastern France, almost half
of the 300,000-man French army
had become surrounded by

Napoleon III
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200,000 Germans led by Moltke.
At 4:00 a.m. the next morning, the First
Bavarian Corps
crossed the Meuse River to go on
the attack. Then at the crack of
dawn, the Prussian artillery opened
fire. Both sides fought furiously all
morning, in hand to hand combat
and during gallant cavalry charges.
But in the end, it was the brilliant
German artillery that won the battle,
as 500 cannons fired away with such
precision that was never before seen
in combat. At about noon, the
French knew they had lost. Two
hours later “…the Germans were
mopping up. By three o’clockthe
leaderless French infantry was hiding in the woods.” At dusk,
Napoleon III sent a letter to the
Prussian king:
Since I could not die in the
midst of my troops, I can only put
my sword in Your Majesty’s hands. I
am Your Majesty’s good brother.”
That night, the German soldiers crowded around their campfies
and sung the hymn, Nun danket alle
Gott, “Now we all thank God.” On
the next day, Napoleon sent General
Wimmpfen
to
the
German
Headquarters with an offer of peace
and a request for mercy. But
Bismarck refused to be generous,
and demanded unconditional surrender, saying: “…as a nation
Frenchmen are irritable, envious, jealous
and
proud
to
excess…that
it
seems to you that
the glory of arms is
your monopoly.
The Germans, on
the other hand are a
peaceful people who
had been invaded by
France on thirty
occasions during the
past two centuries –
fourteen
times
between 1785 and
1813. Now all that is
over: We must have
land, fortresses, and
frontiers which shelter us for good from
enemy attack.”
Napoleon III surrendered
himself
along with 83,000
French soldiers. His
losses at Sedan were
3000 killed and
35,000 missing or
wounded. German
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dead and wounded numbered
9000. After the emperor had
signed the necessary documents,
and was preparing to leave Sedan
for imprisonment in Germany
until a final peace was signed, he
wept, because of the kind treatment afforded him by Wilhelm
and Bismarck. Napoleon was
even allowed to keep his sword,
in respect for how bravely the
French soldiers had fought.
France changed back to a
republic again on September 4th.
“Not an inch of our soil will we
cede,” asserted her new leaders
who refused to surrender, so the
Germans continued the war into
France, and in early January they
had surrounded the enemy’s capital. Upon the insistance of
Bismarck, a bombardment of
Paris began. It was answered by
heroic resistance, as the French
returned fire from forts and from
behind the city walls. One of the
coldest winters in history blew in
that year, quickly depleting all
the coal and firewood that had
been stored up in the besieged
city. By the end of January, with
a famine not far off, rats were
being sold for food for two francs
each. Paris capitulated on
January 28, 1871.
France held an election
the next month resulting in an
overwhelming victory for those
delegates favoring peace. The
surrender terms Bismarck gave
France were far less severe than
those Napoleon had forced on
Prussia in 1807. Alsace and
Lorraine were to be returned to
Germany plus the French had to
pay a generous indemnity for
starting the war, but the French
colonial empire was left intact. In
the course of the Franco-Prussian
War, the French behaved terribly,
frequently abusing the Red
Cross.
In 1870, the Paris newspapers praised the bestialities of
their army, writing: “Have no
pity…kill,
plunder
and
burn….French
authorities
encouraged the troops to commit
all sorts of barbarities against the
Germans. Even your women will
not be protected, the French press
warned the people of Baden. The
Germans, however, severely punished any of their men caught
looting, robbing or assaulting
civilians. A British author wrote
of German character after the
1870-71 war: “The English and
French either hate and slander
their enemies or when they have
beaten them hold them in contempt….Not so the Germans.
They invariably speak with
respect of their opponents, even
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calendar of events
Please email your calendar items to:
SteubenNewsEditor@gmail.com 1-2 months prior to your event.
Sat, Nov 21 1 pm - 4 pm NYS Council Fundraiser, Hofbrau München,
Patchogue, NY 631-776-7756
Dec 4 12:30 pm JP Zenger Unit Christmas Party, Pompeii
Restaurant, West Hempstead, NY 516-785-0582
Dec 13 4 p.m. at Village Lutheran Church in Bronxville, NY
Debbie Reiss, Music Director & a German-speaking Guest Pastor (to
be named) with congregation, Concordia College members and
Guest Ilse Hoffmann as lectors
Dec 20 5 p.m. Christmas Service, St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Pr
Eric Mathsen Host with Pr Miriam Gross of the German Lutheran
Evangelical Church St Paul's in Manhattan with as Guest Pastor,
Chris Cooley, Music Director and Soloists, Ilse Hoffmann, Lector

be they those they have beaten.”

The Second Reich
Meanwhile, at the Palace of Versailles just
outside Paris, almost all Germany’s princes had gathered to await the final outcome of the war. It was during that period Bismarck asked King Ludwig II of
Bavaria, the leader of Germany’s oldest ruling family,
the Wittelsbach, to nominate Wilhelm of Prussia for
emperor – which was done.
On the 18th of January 1871, Wilhelm was
proclaimed German emperor – surrounded by cheering kings, dukes, princes and generals from all the
German states. Court Chaplain Rogge delivered the
sermon in the French palace at an improvised altar,
then after prayers were said a soldier’s choir sang the
66th Psalm: “Thanks be to God for His wonderful
guidance of His people.” When the hymn ended,
Baden’s Grand Duke shouted: “His Majesty Emperor
Wilhelm the Victorious, long may he live!” Upon that
cry, sabres were drawn from their sheaths and helmets
waved in the air to the scream of “Hurrah! Hurrah!”
The Palace of Versailles filled with music then, as
three German regimental bands blared out the march
“Hail to thee victors wreath” as loudly and proudly as
they could.
Germans were again united under an emperor,
a success achieved not only by the skill of her great
leaders, notably Bismarck, but also by the moral
strength of the German soul. Few people had ever suffered and struggled as much as they for their existence. A congratulatory letter sent to the new emperor
from Berlin from his young grandson, the future
Wilhelm II, ended with words: “Dear Grandpa, may
God’s protection rest upon you.”
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